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Minutes of the Sixty Sixth Meeting of the

Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology

Held on 7 April 2017, at the Ministry of Health, Wellington

Present 

Alison Douglass (Chair)

Mike Legge (Deputy Chair)

Jonathan Darby
Gillian Ferguson

Kathleen Logan 
Sue McKenzie
John McMillan

Catherine Poutasi

Barry Smith 
Non-members present
Gabrielle Baker, Ministry of Health

Philippa Bascand, Ministry of Health

Eileen Kennedy, Department of Internal Affairs

Martin Kennedy, ACART Secretariat
Iris Reuvecamp, Chair, ECART

Isabel Ross, ACART Secretariat
1. Welcome
1.1 The Chair welcomed the Committee members. 

1.2 The Chair told members about the meeting she and the Deputy Chair had had the previous day with staff from the Strategy and Policy business unit in the Ministry of Health. Three items of parallel advice were discussed. The Chair noted that the Ministry of Health expects to arrange the amendment of the HART Order in 2017 to make the use of cryopreserved ovarian tissue an established procedure. She also noted that the Ministry of Health will look into if and how gamete donors might be compensated but there is no timeline for that work. Similarly, there might be situations in which new regulations (if they were needed) might be accommodated in the Fertility Services Standard but again there is no timeline for the work.

1.3 Members agreed that it would be good for ACART to have more regular contact with the Strategy and Policy business unit and discussed how to achieve this.

1.4 The Chair commented on ACART’s budget for the 2017/18 financial year.

1.5 There was a discussion about the review of the New Zealand Health Research Strategy and the input ACART could have. (Iris Reuvecamp and Philippa Bascand had arrived at 10.30 am and Philippa informed members about this matter.)
Action 
· Write to the Ministry of Health offering to liaise with them on the three topics ACART has advised the Minister on.

· Write to the Ministry of Health offering to discuss if and how ACART’s work on human reproductive research might be aligned with the forthcoming Health Research Strategy.
· The Chair to write to the Manager of Strategy and Policy to thank them for the meeting, and ask how to increase connections with ACART.

· Add an “outstanding items” section to the ACART minutes.
1.a 
Opening comments

1.6
Mike Legge spoke about the potential of embryonic stem cells and about recent developments in research (in mice) in which scientists have used stem cells to create embryos. He commented on advances in in vitro development of embryos and the ability to grow embryos for 14 or more days. Members commented on what such technological developments will mean for the HART legislation, as there is currently no way under the legislation to identify technologies and bring them under ART jurisdiction.
2.
Apologies

2.1 
Sarah Wakeman.
3. 
Approval of the agenda

3.1 
Members approved the agenda.
Action 
· Place the April 2016 agenda on ACART’s website.
4.
Declarations of Interests 


4.1
John McMillan requested changes to his declarations.

Action 
· Amend the list of declarations of interest.

5. 
Minutes of ACART’s meeting of 9 February 2016
5.1 
The minutes were approved with minor amendments.
Action
· Place the amended February 2017 minutes on ACART’s website.

6.
Actions arising from the previous minutes

6.1 
Members noted the status of actions arising from the February 2017 meeting.
7.
Work programme: for noting
7.1
Members noted the status of items on the programme.
8.
Symposium: report on the day
8.1

Members agreed the day had been successful and that it should be a regular event, possibly every two years. It should tentatively be planned for in the 2018/19 budget.
8.2
Members discussed whether the event could be self-funding and an event manager   used to organise it, in order to make it more sustainable. 
9. 
Human reproductive research

9.1
Members noted the correspondence from the Associate Minister which states that Cabinet has agreed to a limited review of the guidelines. Members agreed to write a response to him setting out the scope of the work they believe can be done. Members agreed it would be useful to release a media statement.
9.2
Members agreed that it would be useful to see the advice, from the Ministry of Health, to the Associate Minister on human reproductive research in order to scope the work. 

Actions
· Brief Associate Minister Dunne.

· Prepare a media statement.

· Submit an OIA to the Ministry requesting copies of advice sent to the Associate Minister on this matter.

10.
Review of the donation guidelines 
10.1 
Members discussed the latest version of the guideline and requested some changes. There was a discussion about the “need” provision and it was agreed that the consultation would be an ideal opportunity to ensure the provision was suitably worded. 
10.2
Members also discussed the definition of “infertility,” noting the consultation will also be an ideal opportunity to seek input on the concept of unwanted childlessness. Members noted the definition needs to be clear, and expressed concern that a poorly worded definition could cause some problems. Members are aware it is a complex area that needs careful consideration.
10.3
Members asked for more information about the situations in which it might be advisable for participants to obtain independent legal advice. Concerns were raised about the cost of obtaining legal advice and whether requiring this could be prohibitive, further increasing inequality. It was noted that ECART could have the discretion to go back to an applicant/s and require they obtain legal advice.
10.4
Members discussed the current rule that full genetic siblings cannot be produced in more than two families, and whether embryos could be re-donated until there are siblings in two families. Members discussed whether this matter should be taken out of the guidelines and put into the discussion document in order to canvas public opinion. 

10.5
There was a discussion about the timing of the consultation. (See also the “additional item” immediately after item 13.)
Action

· Obtain information about when legal advice is needed and the time and cost involved.

· Amend the guideline.
· Complete the draft consultation document 
· Secretariat to obtain the original rationale for only allowing full genetic siblings in two families.
11.
Review of the guidelines for posthumous reproduction 
11.1 
Item deferred to the next meeting. Members were asked to email the Secretariat any feedback they have on the meeting paper.

Action
· Send any feedback on the paper presented to the Secretariat.
12.
Report on the latest ECART meeting

12.1
ECART has provided the annual data for the 15/16 financial year. Consequently, ACART can now finalise its annual report.

13. 
Correspondence
13.1
Six items were presented for noting. 

13.2
Four items were presented for discussion. Two of the items were enquiries from ECART, and ACART members agreed to advise ECART by providing comments, not formal advice. The comments would emphasise the need for ECART to make decisions on the basis of the ethics of the cases, taking into account ACART’s guidelines and the principles of the HART Act. It was noted that ECART’s discretion and judgements are required particularly when it is looking at situations that were not imagined at the time the Act came into effect.
Additional agenda item: budget and contractors
· Gabrielle Baker, who manages the Population Outcomes group in the Ministry of Health, provided information about how funds could be made available so that ACART could have a contractor help write the discussion document for the review of the donation guidelines. (Gabrielle attended from 10 to 10.30 am).

· The development of the ACART budget for 2017/18 was discussed. Gabrielle noted that as the Committee Support function was moving to another business unit within the Ministry, the budget will need to be discussed with that business unit.

Action
· Work with the Ministry of Health to determine whether ACART has any “underspend” in the current financial year.
· Investigate whether the Ministry of Health has any budget available for writing “accessible” documents.

· Send a memo to the Ministry of Health explaining what the contractor would do.
Additional item: the BDM 400 form and comments from the Department of Internal Affairs
· Eileen Kennedy, from the Department of Internal Affairs, discussed the way in which data are collated (or not) using the BDM-400 form and the criteria for sharing that information. (Eileen attended from 1.45 to 2.10 pm.)
· ACART noted a piece of correspondence from a fertility clinic, and agreed they would invite the clinic to contact the Department of Internal Affairs directly.
Action
· Send a letter of thanks to Eileen.
14.
Governance — Chair’s report

14.1
The Committee noted the report.

15.
Secretariat report to ACART 
15.1
The Committee noted the report.

16.
An ACART member to volunteer to be the “member in attendance” at the next ECART meeting

16.1 
Not discussed. Attendees have already been identified for ECART’s meetings in June and August. 
17.
Conclusion of meeting

17.1 

The next ACART meeting is scheduled for 9 June 2017 and will be held at the Wellington Airport Conference centre.

17.2 
The meeting closed at 3.00 pm.
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