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Minutes of the Thirty-fifth meeting of the Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology  

AD20-86-5

Held on 14 October 2011
Airport Conference Centre
Wellington

Present

Sylvia Rumball (Chair) 

Richard Randerson (Deputy Chair)

John Angus 

Karen Buckingham
Nikki Horne

Andrew Shelling
Cilla Henry

Alison Douglass 
In attendance

Hazel Irvine (ECART member in attendance) 
Betty-Ann Kelly (ACART Secretariat)

Vicky Baynes (ACART Secretariat)
Megan Larken (ACART Secretariat)
Dev Oza (Ministry of Health) (1.30pm-2pm)

David Wood (Ministry of Health) (1.30pm-2pm)
1.
Welcome

The Chair opened the meeting at 8.30am. She reported that this would be her last meeting, and the last meeting for Richard Randerson and Gareth Jones. 
The Secretariat has been informed that new appointments to ACART were likely to be announced before the next meeting.   The Secretariat would organise a training day for the new members, once appointments were made.
Action

Secretariat to advise members of new appointments, once the information could be made available. 

Secretariat to organise a training day for new members.  
2.
Apologies

The Committee noted apologies from Gareth Jones. 
3.
Agenda

The Committee confirmed the agenda, noting that it included outstanding items not covered at the September 2011 meeting, with some additional items that were amendments and additions to the September agenda. 

Action

Secretariat to place the agenda on ACART’s website.
4.
Declarations of interests
No new conflicts were declared.
5.
Minutes of ACART’s meeting on 9 September 2011  

Members confirmed the minutes as an accurate record of the meeting, subject to one change of wording re item 16.

The Secretariat to undertake a literature review of outcomes for children parented by single men and same sex couples to be amended to read The Secretariat to gather evidence of outcomes for children parented by single men and same sex couples. 
Members noted:

· the style of ACART’s minutes conveyed little about ACART’s decisionmaking

· there was evidence that people may not always understand ACART processes and decisions.   Fuller minutes would contribute to improved understanding by people interested in ACART’s work. 

· it would be useful to review the style of minutes  

· next year’s meeting in Auckland of the Fertility Society in Australia would be a further opportunity for public education about ACART’s work. 
Action
Secretariat to amend the minutes and place them on ACART’s website. 

Secretariat, following discussion with the new Chair, to review the style of ACART’s minutes and consider other means to provide more information about ACART’s work.  

6.
Actions arising 

Members noted progress with actions arising from the last meeting. 

Members noted that Gareth Jones will no longer undertake the work delegated to him under item 16 on the September 2011 agenda as his term on ACART is ending.

Members noted that the Acting Chair had written to the Human Rights Commission to acknowledge the complaint and offer to meet with the complainants. 
8.
Advice to the Minister on human assisted reproductive technology

(i)
Import/export project 
Members noted that work to draft a discussion document was underway, but priority was being given to other work items. 

Members noted that the forthcoming change in ACART membership may have an impact on progress with the import/export project.  A new working group would need to be formed as three members of the working group are about to end their terms on ACART.  
Action 

The Secretariat will discuss with the new Chair next steps for this project, and bring recommendations to a future ACART meeting. 
(ii)
Informed consent 

Members noted that while a paper on informed consent was included in the September meeting papers, discussion would be delayed until a future ACART meeting. This delay would enable the forthcoming new members to participate in the discussion. 
Action
The Secretariat will discuss with the new Chair next stages of work for this project, and bring recommendations to a future ACART meeting. 
10.
Development / Review of ACART guidelines (s35(1)(a)) 
(i)
Guidelines on extending the storage period of gametes and embryos – working group recommendations

Members noted a paper from the Extending Storage Working Group that included:
· recommended amended guidelines
· a recommended report to the Minister of Health consulting on the guidelines.
In discussion, members noted the following:

· The guidelines start with the presumption that ECART is dealing with ‘lawful applications’ i.e. applications that come to ECART before the end of the expiry of any storage period.  ACART noted that it did not need to include a guideline for ECART to this effect.
· The guidelines are about extending storage, not the subsequent use of the gametes or embryos:

· An ECART approval to extend storage does not mean that gametes or embryos can be used for the reason they have been stored. 
· A further application to ECART will be needed if the future use requires ethical approval. 

· The separation between extending storage and subsequent use also recognises that ECART does not have a role in approving established procedures (treatments that do not require ethical approval). 

· Where consent of all gamete providers is not available, ACART intends that extending storage could be approved only where all reasonable efforts have been made to contact the gamete provider, and the consequences would be ‘unduly harsh’ if ECART declined the application where consent was not available. ACART noted it expected that any consequences would be ‘harsh’ rather than ‘unfair’ or ‘undue’. 
Members agreed further amendments to the wording of the proposed guidelines. 

Members also agreed a change to the structure of the guidelines by removing the separate section on applications to extend storage for research purposes. 
Members agreed to delegate final sign off of the report and guidelines to the new Chair, when appointed. 
Action

Secretariat to draft for the forthcoming new Chair’s signature finalised guidelines and the finalised report for consultation with the Minister.  
14.
Monitoring decisions of ECART

(i) 
Monitoring ECART decisions                                                                                   
Members noted the minutes of ECART’s 21 July 2011 meeting, the summary of ECART applications provided by the ECART Secretariat, and an ACART Secretariat paper.

Members noted that ECART had received an application for the use of donated eggs with donated sperm under ACART’s new guidelines.  Members were interested in clarifying ECART’s approach to considering the implications of 3(a)(iv).  

Clause 3(a)(iv) in the Guidelines on the Creation and Use, for Reproductive Purposes, of an Embryo Created from Donated Eggs in Conjunction with Donated Sperm  says “ECART must determine that there has been discussion, understanding, and agreement with the parties on matters relating to use and storage of embryos, including the right of donors to both vary the agreed terms of donation and withdraw consent to donation”.  
Action
The Secretariat to draft a letter to ECART for the Chair’s signature to clarify ECART’s approach to considering the implications of 3(a)(iv).  
16.
Governance

(i)
Chair’s report

Member noted the Chairs report.

 (iii)
Member’s report

Alison Douglass noted her recent attendance at an ECART meeting.   She encouraged members of ACART to take up the opportunity to attend an ECART meeting, as a useful opportunity to understand ECART’s  processes and decisionmaking. 
(v - vi) Correspondence

Members noted all correspondence.

17.
Administration

(i) 
Secretariat report to ACART

Members noted the Secretariat report. 

A proposed item on how to assess Ministry support to Committees was deferred. 

18.
Meeting concluded.
Two Ministry of Health managers - David Wood, Acting Deputy Director-General, Policy Business Unit and Dev Oza, Manager, Business Services and Committee Support - attended the close of the meeting to farewell Sylvia Rumball, Richard Randerson and Gareth Jones. 
David Wood, Dev Oza, the ACART Secretariat and ACART members acknowledged the contribution of the outgoing members to the work of ACART.  In particular, speakers noted Professor Rumball’s strong commitment to the work of ACART throughout her appointment as establishment Chair. 
The Committee agreed:
· the next meeting  would be on 18 November 2011

· work between meetings, as agreed, would be to finalise the extending storage guidelines and consultation report to the Minister of Health. 
The meeting closed at 2.30pm.
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