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Minutes of the Thirtieth meeting of the Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology  

AD20-86-5

Held on 26 November 2010

Brentwood Hotel

Wellington

Present

Sylvia Rumball (Chair) 

Ken Daniels (Deputy Chair)

Maui Hudson

Andrew Shelling

John Forman

Mark Henaghan 

Richard Randerson

Ian Hassall

Gareth Jones 

Robyn Scott

Cilla Henry

Apologies

Richard Fisher 

In attendance

Adriana Gunder (ECART)

Betty-Ann Kelly (ACART Secretariat)

Vicky Baynes (ACART Secretariat)

Vanessa Roberts (ACART Secretariat)

Dev Oza (Ministry of Health) (10.15am – 11am)
Deborah Roche (Ministry of Health) (10.15am – 11am)
1.
Welcome

Sylvia Rumball opened the meeting at 8.45am, with an acknowledgement of the recent tragedy at Pike River Mine.
The Chair also noted that this would be the last meeting for some members of ACART and thanked outgoing members for their contributions to ACART. The Chair noted that Dev Oza and Deborah Roche from the Ministry of Health would be attending for morning tea.
2.
Apologies

The Committee noted apologies from Richard Fisher. The Committee also noted that Richard Fisher hoped to join the meeting by teleconference from 1pm to 1.30pm.

3.
Agenda

The Committee approved the agenda. Members agreed to reorder some items to provide an opportunity for Richard Fisher to join the discussion on Import / Export.
4.
Declarations of interests
The Committee noted members had no conflicts of interest in regard to items on the agenda. 

5.
Minutes of ACART’s meetings 13 August 2010 and 10 September 2010 

The Committee confirmed the minutes as an accurate record of the meetings. 

Action
Secretariat to place the minutes on ACART’s website. 

6.
Actions arising 

Members noted progress with actions arising from the last meeting. 
7.
Advice to the Minister on human reproductive research
The Committee noted that no further updates were available about advice to the Minister on human reproductive research.
8.
Advice to the Minister on human assisted reproductive technology
(i)
Import/export project
Members reviewed a paper with recommendations from the Import/Export Working Group’s September 2010 meeting, and agreed preliminary policy positions.
Action

Secretariat to begin drafting a public consultation document.

Secretariat to organise, in consultation with working group members, a meeting in the New Year to consider the draft consultation document.
ii)
Informed consent 

Members noted that work to draft a discussion document was underway but was unlikely to be progressed until mid 2011 due to priority being given to other work items.
9.
Consultation with Minister of Health

(i)
Draft guidelines on the use of donated eggs with donated sperm 
Members noted that further advice had been provided to the Minister of Health following ACART’s September 2010 meeting. 
 (ii)
Draft guidelines on the use of PGD with HLA tissue typing 

The Secretariat noted it had been provided with a link to the FACT (Foundation for the Accreditation of Cellular Therapy) International Standards, which would be the basis of an appendix to the draft guidelines. 
Members noted that ACART had finalised the draft guidelines and the next step in the work was to consult further with the Minister of Health. 
Members agreed to progress this work subject to agreement with the Minister about priority in ACART’s work programme.
10.
Development / Review of ACART guidelines 
(i)
Guidelines on extended storage of gametes and embryos beyond 10 years: draft discussion document – working group recommendations
Members reviewed a draft discussion document. 
Member agreed to amendments to the structure of the draft discussion document.

Action


Secretariat to amend the document as agreed, and circulate for members’ agreement.

Amended document to be then forwarded to the Minister to signal that public consultation would take place in 2011. 
11.
Advice to the Minister of Health on new assisted reproductive        procedures
(i)
Use of cryopreserved ovarian tissue – next steps

Members noted a letter had been sent to the Ministry of Health to explore the circumstances under which New Zealand clinics and patients could participate in clinical trials/innovative practice using cryopreserved ovarian tissue. 
12.
Monitoring application and health outcomes
(i) 
Update re obtaining New Zealand-specific ANZARD analysis

The Committee noted ongoing work by the Secretariat to explore the possibility of obtaining a New Zealand specific report from the Australian and New Zealand Assisted Reproduction Database (ANZARD). 

13.
Monitoring developments in human reproductive research

The Committee noted that there were no items to report.

14.
Monitoring decisions of ECART

(i) 
Monitoring ECART decisions

The Committee noted the minutes of ECART’s meetings on 22 April and 3 June, the table of decisions, and a Secretariat paper.  
Members noted the decisions made by ECART at its July 2010 meeting about duration of approvals. Members agreed that it would be useful to discuss duration of approvals at a future meeting of the Chairs of ECART and ACART.

15.
Advice to ECART (s35(1)(a))

(i) 
Defining a medical condition 
Members noted a letter had been sent to ECART to propose discussion of this matter at a future meeting of the Chairs of ECART and ACART. 
16.
Governance

(i)
Chair’s report

The Committee noted the Chair’s report.
(ii)
Members’ reports
The Committee noted an oral report by Ken Daniels of his recent attendance at the annual meeting of the American Society for Reproductive Medicine. 
(iii)
Executive Group minutes 5 November 2010
The Committee noted the (unconfirmed) minutes of the meeting.
(iv)
Annual Report 
The Committee noted that ACART’s Annual Report had been provided to the Ministry of Health to send to the Minister of Health.
The Annual Report would be placed on the website after it was tabled in the House of Representatives. 
(v - vi)
Liaison and relationships, including correspondence

The Committee noted all correspondence.

17.
Administration

(i) 
Secretariat report to ACART

The Committee noted the Secretariat report. 

(ii) Work programme update on progress, priorities for 2010/11

Members noted update on progress.
18.
Meeting concluded

The Committee agreed:

· the next meeting date: 11 March 2011
· the following work between meetings

· import / export working group 

· work on draft discussion document on extended storage

· Executive Group meeting prior to next ACART meeting.

The meeting closed at 2.30pm.
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