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Minutes of the Twenty-ninth meeting of the Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology  
AD20-86-5

Held on 10 September 2010
Wellington Airport Conference Centre

Wellington

Present

Sylvia Rumball (Chair) (from 9.30am)

Ken Daniels (Deputy Chair) (Acting Chair 8.30 - 9.30 for items 11(i) and 14(i))
Richard Fisher 

Andrew Shelling

John Forman

Mark Henaghan (via teleconference 1.15pm - 2.00pm for item 15(i))
Richard Randerson

Ian Hassall

Gareth Jones 

Robyn Scott

Cilla Henry

Apologies
Maui Hudson

In attendance
Betty-Ann Kelly (ACART Secretariat)

Vicky Baynes (ACART Secretariat)

Vanessa Roberts (ACART Secretariat)

1.
Welcome

Ken Daniels opened the meeting at 8.35am as the Chair’s plane was late. Cilla Henry then opened with a karakia acknowledging the impact of the Canterbury earthquake.  The Committee congratulated Robyn Scott on her appointment as a Commissioner at the Families Commission.  Sylvia Rumball assumed the Chair from 9.30am.

2.
Apologies
The Committee noted apologies from Maui Hudson and Mark Henaghan. The Committee also noted that Mark Henaghan would be joining the meeting by teleconference after the lunch break. The Committee also noted an apology from ECART as a member of ECART would not be attending the meeting.
3.
Agenda

The Committee confirmed that they were working to the 13 August 2010 Agenda to progress outstanding items not covered at the August meeting. Members also noted two additional papers:
- a paper under item 9(i) concerning the donated egg/donated sperm draft guidelines

- a report by Andrew Shelling of his attendance at the 2010 Annual Meeting of the European Society for Human Reproduction and Embryology (ESHRE) in Rome. 
4.
Declarations of interests
The Committee noted members had no conflicts of interest in regard to items on the agenda. 

Outstanding items from 13 August 2010 Agenda
8.
Advice to the Minister on human assisted reproductive technology
(ii)
Informed consent – last set of policy issues
Members reviewed a paper with recommendations from the Informed Consent Working Group’s June 2010 meeting, and agreed further policy positions.

Members noted: 

- the next step in the project was to draft a discussion document, likely to be reported back to ACART in March 2011

- ACART will be consulting on other projects in 2010/11, and greater priority was being given to work on extended storage guidelines and advice to the Minister on import / export.

Action

The working group will meet again by February 2011 to finalise a draft discussion document for recommendation to ACART.
9.
Consultation with Minister of Health
(i)
Draft guidelines on the use of donated eggs with donated sperm - request from Minister of Health for ACART advice
Members considered a paper, circulated since ACART’s 13 August meeting, with working group recommendations on responding to the Minister’s request for advice on a matter concerned with the draft guidelines on the use of donated eggs with donated sperm. Members agreed the draft advice to the Minister, subject to editorial amendments and minor changes in emphasis.

The Chair was delegated sign off of the final advice.

Actions
The Secretariat to amend the advice to the Minister in accord with agreed changes, and circulate for members’ prompt feedback.

Following the Chair’s sign off, the Secretariat to forward the advice to the Minister’s office.
(ii)
Draft guidelines on the use of PGD with HLA tissue typing – amended draft guidelines

Members noted a paper from the PGD Working Group with proposed amended draft guidelines on PGD with HLA tissue typing.

Members agreed: 

- the amended draft guidelines, subject to changes to wording to clarify meaning

- matters for inclusion in a letter to the Minister of Health to accompany the final draft guidelines.

The Chair was delegated final sign off of the draft guidelines and letter to the Minister.

Actions
Ian Hassall to obtain and forward to the Secretariat a copy of the FACT international standards to append to the draft guidelines.

The Secretariat to revise the draft guidelines in accord with agreed changes and prepare a letter for the Chair’s signature. 

11.
Advice to the Minister of Health on new assisted reproductive        procedures
(i)
Use of cryopreserved ovarian tissue – next steps
This item was chaired by the Acting Chair. The Committee noted receipt of the technical report by Professor Richard Anderson, and recommendations from ACART’s technical advisers regarding next steps in the project.

Members noted an initial view that there is limited international research in this area, making it difficult to assess the safety of the use of cryopreserved tissue.
However, members also noted the value of further exploring the potential use of cryopreserved ovarian tissue for the preservation of fertility, especially as patients were currently allowed to store ovarian tissue.

Members indicated an interest in progressing the use of cryopreserved ovarian tissue in New Zealand subject to careful monitoring of safety and outcomes.

Members agreed to further explore with the Ministry of Health the circumstances under which any New Zealand clinics and patients could participate in clinical trials/innovative practice in this area. 

Action
The Secretariat to draft letter to the Ministry for Acting Chair’s sign off. 

12.
Monitoring application and health outcomes
(i) 
Update re obtaining New Zealand-specific ANZARD analysis

The Committee noted work undertaken by the Secretariat to explore the possibility of obtaining a New Zealand specific ANZARD report. 

Action
The Secretariat will work with the Manager, Business Unit, to develop a business case if feasible.

13.
Monitoring developments in human reproductive research

The Committee noted that there were no items to report.

14.
Monitoring decisions of ECART
(i) 
Monitoring ECART decisions

The Committee noted the minutes of ECART’s meetings on 22 April and 3 June, the table of decisions, and a Secretariat paper.  

Advice to ECART (s35(1)(a))
(ii) 
Defining a “medical condition” 

The Committee noted the request from ECART for further guidance concerning the medical conditions criteria in ACART’s guidelines, and noted ECART’s interest in wording adopted in Victorian legislation. 

Members noted some merit in the approach of Victorian legislation but noted key differences in the broader regulatory framework. Members noted for instance that the Victorian legislation contains other restrictions. 

Members considered there may be significant policy implications of a change to wording in ACART’s guidelines. 

Members noted they needed further information to consider the issues raised, including:
- the extent to which ECART was seeking to broaden the criteria in the guidelines
- review of cases, including cases where the definition had proved problematic.

Members agreed it would be useful to have a face-to-face discussion with ECART to explore this matter further.

Actions

The Secretariat to draft a letter to ECART for the Chair’s signature, and explore an opportunity for discussion as part of a Joint Chairs’ meeting. 

16.
Governance

 (ii)
Members’ report
The Committee noted Andrew Shelling’s report of attendance at ESHRE.
 (iv - v)
Liaison and relationships, including correspondence

The Committee noted all correspondence.

(vi)
Review of ACART terms of reference 

The Committee agreed to recommend to the Ministry of Health suggested changes to the ACART terms of reference, noting in particular the need to update the terms of reference to more accurately reflect the HART Act.
Action

Secretariat to draft, for the Chair’s signature, a letter to the Ministry of Health with recommended amendments.
17.
Administration

(i) 
Secretariat report to ACART

The Committee noted the Secretariat report. 

(ii) Work programme update on progress, priorities for 2010/11

Members noted refocused priorities in line with changes to Secretariat availability.
(iii) ACART meeting dates for 2011 

Members agreed meeting dates for 2011.

Action

Secretariat to circulate meeting dates to members, ECART, and the Ministry of Health.
18.
Meeting concluded

The Committee agreed:

· the next meeting date: 26 November 2010

· the following work between meetings

· import / export working group 

· work on draft discussion document on extended storage

· Executive Group meeting prior to next ACART meeting.

The meeting closed at 2.30pm.
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