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Minutes of the Twenty-first meeting of the Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology  
AD20-86-5

Held on 13 March 2009
Wellington Airport Conference Centre

Wellington

Present

Sylvia Rumball (Chair)

Andrew Shelling

Cilla Henry

John Forman

Mark Henaghan

Richard Fisher 
Richard Randerson

Robyn Scott 
Ian Hassall

Gareth Jones

Ken Daniels

Apologies
Maui Hudson
In attendance
Kate Davenport (Chair, ECART)

Betty-Ann Kelly (ACART Secretariat)

Vicky Baynes (ACART Secretariat)

Viva Sahn (ACART Secretariat)

1.
Welcome

The Chair opened the meeting at 8.35am.

The Committee:

· Noted with sadness Eamon Daly’s sudden death, and acknowledged his contribution to ECART and other organisations.  

· Acknowledged with appreciation the contribution to ACART’s work of Sally Stewart, former team leader of ACART Secretariat. 

The Committee noted the attendance for part of the meeting of:

· Sandra Moore, Team Leader, Policy Unit, Health & Disability Systems Strategy, Ministry of Health

· Melanie Brown, ACART Secretariat, contractor.

2.
Apologies

The Committee noted apologies from Maui Hudson.
3.
Agenda

The Committee approved the agenda. 

Action

The Secretariat to place the agenda on the ACART website.
4.
Declarations of Interest

The Committee reviewed the declarations of interest register.

John Forman noted that his interests should be amended to remove Member of the Standards Development Committee for Non-therapeutic use of Human Tissue. 

Richard Fisher declared a potential interest in an agenda item concerned with cryopreserved ovarian tissue. The Committee agreed to manage any interest when the matter was discussed. 

Action

Secretariat to update the register in regard to John Forman’s interests. 
5.
Minutes of the 14 November 2008 ACART meeting

The Committee noted that the minutes of the 14 November 2008 ACART meeting had been confirmed as an accurate record of that meeting and placed on ACART’s website. 

6.
Actions Arising 

The Committee noted progress with actions arising from last meeting. 
7.
Advice to the Minister on Human Reproductive Research

The Committee noted activity related to ACART’s advice to a former Minister of Health in July 2007 about human reproductive research:

· Two Official Information Act requests from journalists for the advice and associated documents in December 2008

· Media comment in January 2009

· A further Official Information Act request in February 2009.

The Committee also noted:

· Its concern that some media comment did not make it clear or recognise that ACART’s advice included that embryos should only be made available for research with the informed consent of all parties.

· That it looked forward to the opportunity to publish its advice to the Minister.
8.
Advice to the Minister on human assisted reproductive technology
(i)
Applications to extend storage of gametes and embryos beyond 10 years – discussion paper 
The Chair introduced Sandra Moore, who provided members with a brief update of related Ministry of Health work. 
Following Sandra’s departure, the Committee discussed:

· ACART’s preliminary view of the status of extended storage within the HART Act, noting that extension of storage appeared to be neither an assisted reproductive procedure nor an established procedure

· The need for clarity about what role ACART had in regard to policy in this area. 

The Committee agreed there should be further discussion with the Ministry of Health on the matter, and that the Chair should have delegated authority to sign correspondence to the Ministry.

Action

Secretariat to draft, in consultation with Mark Henaghan, a letter to Health Legal setting out ACART’s preliminary views.  

Following ACART’s receipt of finalised legal advice , Secretariat to draft a letter to the Manager, Policy Unit, Health and Disability Systems Strategy on the matter.

Secretariat to circulate drafts of both letters to all members for comment.
Chair to agree and sign off both letters.

(ii)
Use of donated eggs with donated sperm – consultation progress
The Secretariat provided a verbal update, noting:

· Public consultation would end on 16 March.

· Notes of the hui and meetings with Fertility New Zealand and three providers would be circulated next week to attendees.

· Next steps:

· The Treatment Working Group to meet 3 April to decide recommendations to ACART on finalised guidelines and a summary of submissions.

· ACART May meeting would decide finalised guidelines and summary of submissions

· ACART would then consult with the Minister of Health before issuing finalised guidelines, taking into account any feedback from the Minister of Health.
 (iii)
Draft Guidelines on the Use of PGD with HLA Tissue Typing
The Secretariat discussed the final draft of the guidelines and report to the Minister.

The Committee agreed: 

· editorial amendments to the report  

· to remove a description of the existing regulatory framework for tissue or organ donors from the  preamble to the guidelines

· to amend guideline 2(a)(v): to say “appropriate independent opinion, including on medical and psycho-social issues, has been provided on the health and well-being of the resulting child” 

· to delegate final sign off of the report to the Chair of ACART and Chair of the PGD working group.

Action

Secretariat to: 
· action changes agreed
· send the report to the Minister following final sign off by the Chair of ACART and the Chair of the PGD working group.

 (iv)
Draft factsheet on the established procedure for PGD - briefing

The Committee agreed that in view of Ministry of Health advice, it will not proceed with the factsheet until such time that there is evidence of a need for clarification of the established procedure.

The Committee noted that ECART might in future receive an application for PGD that suggested there was a lack of clarity about the established procedure. If this situation arose, the Committee could share its thinking on the scope of the established procedure with ECART.
9.
Advice to the Minister of Health on New Assisted Reproductive Procedures

(i)
Advice to the Minister of Health on the use of frozen eggs in fertility treatment

The Secretariat provided a verbal update.

The Committee noted: 

· ACART has delivered its advice to the Minister

· the advice has been published on ACART’s website as required by s 6 of the HART Act 2004

· the Minister is considering ACART’s advice

· work to implement any decision by the Minister would be undertaken by the Ministry of Health. 
(ii)
In vitro maturation (IVM) – consultation progress

The Secretariat provided a verbal update, noting:

· Public consultation would end on 16 March.

· Notes of the hui and meetings with Fertility New Zealand and three providers would be circulated next week to attendees.

· The Working Group will convene in April to decide recommendations to ACART’s May meeting. 

10.
Monitoring application and health outcomes (s35(2)(a))
(i)
Monitoring the application and outcomes of assisted reproductive procedures and established procedures - revised project scope
The Committee was informed that the ACART and ECART secretariats are currently finalising the project scope before making recommendations to the joint ACART-ECART Chairs. 

11.
Monitoring developments in human reproductive research (s35(2)(b))
The Secretariat and Chair of the Horizon Scanning Network provided an update to the Committee on the network, noting that ACART will need to take stock of what it has learnt.

12.
Monitoring decisions of ECART
The Committee:

· noted its Terms of Reference require it to monitor the decisions of ECART to ensure they fall within the guidelines as intended by ACART

· reviewed the Table of ECART decisions

· noted that the decisions were consistent with guidelines

· noted the minutes from ECART’s meeting of 13 November 2008, unconfirmed minutes from ECART’s meeting of 12 February 2009 and ECART’s report to ACART

· noted that the RTAC Code has recently been updated and this may have implications where ACART cross references to this document in its guidelines. 

13.
Advice to ECART (s35(1)(a))
(i)
Request for advice on donation of embryos with donated gamete

The Committee discussed correspondence from ECART and a clinic about the possibility of donating embryos formed from donated gametes.

The Committee noted that:

· The Guidelines on Embryo Donation for Reproductive Purposes preclude the donation of embryos formed from donated eggs or sperm.

· The Guidelines have been only recently issued, in November 2008, and their development included public consultation and consultation with the Minister of Health.

The Committee agreed to draft letters to ECART and the clinic. Each letter should indicate that ACART would review the guidelines within three years, subject to agreement with the Minister of Health on the work programme at that time. 

Action

Secretariat to include the Committee’s preferred wording in each letter, and forward. 
(ii)
Request to use cryopreserved ovarian tissue - paper

The Committee agreed:

· a preliminary view that this procedure does not readily fit the definition of an assisted reproductive procedure within the HART Act.
The Committee directed the Secretariat to:
· seek advice from the Ministry about whether the  use of cryopreserved tissue falls within the definition of an assisted reproductive procedure

· draft, for the Chair’s signature, a letter to the Ministry giving its preliminary view on this procedure and for members of the Committee to review prior to mail out

· prepare a response to ECART and the clinic. 
Action

Secretariat to action matters noted above
14.
Governance

(i)
Chair’s report

The Committee noted the Chair’s report.
(ii)
Members’ report

Members thanked Richard Fisher for facilitating the ACART-ECART visit to Fertility Associates on 12 December 2008.

(iii)
Executive Group minutes 17 February 2009
The Committee noted the unconfirmed minutes.

(iv)
Liaison and relationships, including correspondence
· The Committee noted all items, including the document clarifying the member-in-attendance role.
(v)
General correspondence

The Committee noted all correspondence.
(vi)
Appointment of Deputy Chair position

The Committee agreed to reappoint Ken Daniels as Deputy Chair to March 2010. Appreciation was expressed to Ken Daniels for his contribution in this role.  
15.
Administration

The Committee noted:

· the Secretariat report and the update on progress with work programme

· that the Executive Group and Secretariat will do initial work on prioritisation of ACART’s work programme
· new project groups for import and export, and informed consent.
The Committee also noted

· the Secretariat paper on upcoming conferences and potential ways for ACART to learn about conference discussions that are relevant to ACART’s work. 

· That it was prudent to take a strategic view of ACART members’ attendance at conferences, taking into account travel and other potential ways to access information coming from conferences. 

Action

Members to contact the Secretariat with names of any additional relevant conferences, and any views about the nature of ACART’s involvement with any of the conferences listed.
16.
Meeting concluded

The Committee:

· agreed the next meeting date:  Friday 8 May 2009 

· agreed the following work between meetings

· prioritisation of work programme

· review of correspondence by all members 

Handouts:

· HRC’s current newsletter

· Booklet of ACART’s guidelines and advice. 
· ACART’s Annual Report for 2007/08.
The meeting closed at 2.45pm.
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