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Minutes of the Twenty-fourth meeting of the Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology  
AD20-86-5

Held on 11 September 2009
Wellington Airport Conference Centre

Wellington

Present

Sylvia Rumball (Chair) 
Andrew Shelling

Cilla Henry

John Forman

Mark Henaghan

Maui Hudson 
Richard Randerson

Ian Hassall

Gareth Jones 
Apologies

Ken Daniels (Deputy Chair)

Robyn Scott

Richard Fisher

In attendance
Kate Davenport (Chair, ECART)

Sandra Moore (Interim Manager, ACART Secretariat)

Betty-Ann Kelly (ACART Secretariat)

Sadhana Maraj (ACART Secretariat)

Viva Sahn (ACART Secretariat)

1.
Welcome

The Chair opened the meeting at 8.30am.

The Committee noted changes to the ACART Secretariat:

· Sadhana Maraj, Senior Policy Analyst, has joined the Secretariat.

· Betty-Ann Kelly has returned from leave.
· Vicky Baynes has begun parental leave. 
2.
Apologies

The Committee noted apologies from Ken Daniels (Deputy Chair), Robyn Scott and Richard Fisher.
3.
Agenda

The Committee noted that the agenda was now set out to make a distinction (as in the HART Act) between projects relating to advice to the Minister, and projects relating to consultation with the Minister. 

The Committee amended the agenda to include an item on informed consent under the heading of Advice to the Minister. 

 The Committee approved the amended agenda. 

Action

The Secretariat to place the agenda on the ACART website.
4.
Declarations of Interest

The Committee noted members had no conflicts of interest in regard to items on the agenda. 
5.
Minutes of the 10 July 2009 ACART meeting

The Committee confirmed the minutes, subject to one amendment, as an accurate record of that meeting. 
Action
Secretariat to place the amended minutes on ACART’s website. 

6.
Actions Arising 

The Committee noted progress with actions arising from the last meeting. 

The Committee also noted that a considerable amount of legal advice had been received over time and it was not easily accessible for members. 

Action
Secretariat to collate legal advice to ACART.
7.
Advice to the Minister on Human Reproductive Research

The Committee noted that it had not yet received confirmation of  ACART’s proposed work programme.
The Committee, with the Chair of ECART:

· Noted that the Minister had not had the opportunity to meet all ACART and ECART members.
· Agreed to invite him to meet with the joint committees in the late afternoon on 26 November 2009, when members will be in Wellington for the ACART/ECART combined social event in the evening.    

Action
Secretariat to explore the Minister’s availability for a joint ACART/ECART meeting.
8.
Advice to the Minister on human assisted reproductive technology
(i)
Import/export project
The Committee noted that the Ministry of Health has been invited to provide peer review of a draft letter which will, when finalised, be sent to clinic Medical Directors. The letter will invite Directors to provide input to the project at a meeting convened by Richard Fisher.    

(ii) Informed consent 
The Committee noted:

· Vicky Baynes has handed over to Betty-Ann Kelly secretariat responsibility for the informed consent work.  Betty-Ann will contact the working group soon to resume the work.
· The Chair’s report [see item 16(i)] of her attendance at the annual meeting of the European Society of Human Reproduction and Embryology discussed an interesting presentation on consent rules for stored embryos. 
9.
Consultation with Minister of Health
(i)
Finalising draft guidelines on the use of donated eggs with donated sperm 

The Committee noted:

· Members had finalised the draft guidelines for consultation with the Minister, by email. 
· The Chair has now signed off consultation with the Minister of Health on the draft guidelines.
· The consultation papers have been forwarded to the Ministry of Health, for the Ministry to provide parallel advice to the Minister.
· The Ministry of Health has been advised of ACART’s intention to forward the papers to the Minister in two weeks.
· ECART has formed a working group that will begin work to design an application form.

(ii)
Draft Guidelines on the use of PGD with HLA Tissue Typing 

The Committee noted:

· The Minister of Health has asked the National Ethics Advisory Committee (NEAC) for advice on the draft guidelines, and NEAC has provided this advice to the Minister.

· The Working Group was given two days to comment on the report provided to NEAC, focusing on areas of fact, and the Chair of ACART has had some discussion with the Chair of NEAC.
The Committee agreed to circulate the NEAC report to all members and the Chair of ECART.

The Committee also noted:

· PGD testing for New Zealand has to date been undertaken in Australia and thus incorporated into Australian reporting.
· However, Canterbury Health Laboratories is now offering testing in New Zealand for some specific conditions.  

Action 

The Secretariat to circulate the NEAC report to ACART members and the Chair of ECART.

10. Development / Review of the ACART guidelines

(i)
Guidelines for assisted reproductive procedures

The Committee noted that no new projects were underway.
(ii) Guidelines for extended storage of gametes and embryos beyond ten years
The Committee noted:

· The Executive Group had considered how to progress the request from the Minister of Health to begin work to develop guidelines to enable ECART to determine applications for extended storage.
· A public consultation phase is required by the HART Act. 

· A working group was needed to carry the work forward. 

· It might be possible to include discussion of issues as part of the planned discussion with clinics on import/export.

The Committee agreed to set up an Extended Storage Working Group. 
The Chair invited members to consider the expertise needed for the Working Group and to submit expressions of interest. 
Action
Members to provide the Chair with expressions of interest and any views about the composition of the Working Group.
Secretariat to advise absent members of the Chair’s invitation.

Secretariat to explore with Richard Fisher the feasibility of including discussion about this issue as part of the import/export discussion with clinics.

11.
Advice to the Minister of Health on New Assisted Reproductive Procedures
(i)
In vitro maturation (IVM) – use in fertility treatment
Andrew Shelling provided a background to the work:

· describing the differences between standard IVF and IVF using in vitro matured eggs

· noting that IVM as currently practised does not include immature eggs from prepubertal women, and  

· noting benefits and risks of IVM. 

The Committee noted: 

· The IVM working group’s recommendations, following the public consultation phase of the development of advice.

· A key theme in submissions was the importance of monitoring and informed consent

The Committee agreed its position on IVM, and requested for its November meeting a report to the Minister that:

· provides ACART’s advice on IVM, with information and analysis as set out in Section 6(2) of the HART Act

· frames the ethical analysis in accord with the principles of the HART Act, and
· includes the summary of submissions. 

Action
Secretariat, in consultation with the IVM working group, to draft a report to the Minister for ACART’s November meeting.  
(ii)
Use of cryopreserved ovarian tissue

The Committee received a verbal update from the Secretariat.  Subject to agreement by the Minister to ACART’s work programme, a technical report would be commissioned. 

The Committee also noted feedback that some questions in the template currently used for technical reports were inappropriate for the subject matter.

Action

The Secretariat to work with Andrew Shelling to modify the template where necessary.

Andrew Shelling to advise the Secretariat of the names of people who might be approached as part of commissioning a technical report. 
12.
Monitoring application and health outcomes (s35(2)(a))
No items.
13.
Monitoring developments in human reproductive research (s35(2)(b)) – 

The Committee noted a report to ACART from Associate Professor Larry Chamley on issues of interest from the ESHRE Annual Meeting. 
14.
Monitoring decisions of ECART
(i) 
Monitoring ECART decisions

The Committee noted the Secretariat report, including matters of potential interest for ACART’s work on informed consent. 
The Committee also noted ECART’s decision that, where sperm extraction was still available, a failed vasectomy reversal did not meet the requirement in the Guidelines on Embryo Donation for Reproductive Purposes  that there be a medical reason for the procedure. 

 (ii)
ECART Report to ACART
The Committee noted ECART’s reports to ACART, in regard to ECART’s June and August meetings, including:

· ECART’s policy regarding limiting the duration of approvals to three years, and
· ECART’s increased focus on the wellbeing of birthmothers.
The Committee noted that changes to ECART’s minuting had made it easier to follow thinking behind decisions. 
15.
Advice to ECART (s35(1)(a))
The Committee noted a letter from ECART seeking advice about embryo donation, and requested a paper on the issue for ACART’s November meeting,

The Committee also noted advice received by ACART and ECART on “advice to ECART”.

Action

Secretariat to prepare a paper, including recommendations, for ACART’s November meeting.  
Secretariat to circulate the legal advice on “advice to ECART” to members.
16.
Governance

(i)
Chair’s report

The Committee thanked the Chair for her comprehensive report on the ESHRE annual meeting.

The Chair noted:

· the uniqueness of the New Zealand legislative framework
· the strong theme of the need for public education about the impact of age on declining fertility, and
· her attendance at the meeting of the  Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority (HFEA) Scanning Network had been very useful in understanding how the HFEA approached its scanning functions and processes. 
The Committee agreed to forward the report, reformatted with points of interest, to Deborah Roche, Deputy Director-General, Health & Disability Systems Strategy, noting that ACART planned to place it on its website...

The Committee agreed that Dr Chamley should be asked if his report (minuted under item 13) could also be shared.

The Committee noted that a report for its November meeting would include proposals about the future of its Horizon Scanning work.  

Action
Secretariat to reformat the report and draft an accompanying letter for the Chair’s signature, for forwarding to Deborah Roche. 
Secretariat to ask Dr Chamley for permission to share his report. 

 (ii)
Members’ report
The Committee noted that Andrew Shelling and Gareth Jones had attended the Molecular Biology Conference in Queenstown  1 – 3 September.  A presentation by Professor Jones on ethical issues associated with assisted reproduction had elicited considerable interest and discussion, including about ECART processes.
The Committee thanked John Forman for the data collected and circulated about numbers of PGD tests.  
 (iii)
Annual Report  for 2008/09
The Committee discussed the draft annual report.
The Chair reported a decision at the recent joint ACART/ECART Chair’s meeting that each committee will prepare separate Annual Reports.  ACART will report, in regard to ECART, the matters required by statute (number and kind of ECART decisions in the preceding year), and cross reference to ECART’s Annual Report which will include fuller details of decisions and outcomes. 
The Committee agreed to delegate to the Chair sign off of the Annual Report. :

Action
Secretariat to amend the draft in accord with Chair’s feedback, for Chair’s sign off.
(iv)
Executive Group minutes 21 August 2009
The Committee noted all items.

(v)
Liaison and relationships, including correspondence
The Committee noted all correspondence.

Action
Secretariat to include in Annual Report all matters referred by ECART to ACART for 2008/09.
(vi) 
General Correspondence

The Committee noted all correspondence including with the Ministry and the Minister of Health. 
17.
Administration

The Committee noted the Secretariat report and the update on progress with work programme.

The Committee directed the Secretariat to report back on any  implications for members of the new fees guidance agreed by Cabinet.
The Committee agreed to respond to a request that ACART should contribute New Zealand information to Surveillance 2010.
Action
Secretariat to investigate and report back on the implications of the new fees guidance.  
Secretariat to respond to Surveillance 2010 request. 
18.
Meeting concluded

The Committee agreed:

· The next meeting date: Friday 27 November 2009.  The meeting will follow a joint networking occasion with ECART on Thursday 26 November (time and venue to be confirmed).
· The following work between meetings:
· Annual Report (Chair) 

· In vitro maturation (IVM working group)
· Informed consent (informed consent working group)
The Committee noted that any correspondence from the Minister in respect of ACART’s work programme would be circulated to members.  Members might wish to consider if a response was required.

The meeting closed at 2.45pm.
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