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Minutes of the Seventeenth Meeting of the Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology

AD20-86-5

Held on 9 May 2008
Wellington Airport Conference Centre
Wellington

Present:

Richard Fisher

John Forman

Ian Hassall

Mark Henaghan 
Maui Hudson

Gareth Jones
Christine Rogan (from item 8(iii))
Sylvia Rumball (Chair) 
Andrew Shelling

In attendance:

Philippa Cunningham (ECART Member) (from item 8(iv))
Vicky Baynes (Secretariat)
Betty-Ann Kelly (Secretariat)

Sally Stewart (Secretariat) 
1.
Welcome

The Chair opened the meeting at 8.40 am.
2.
Apologies

Robyn Scott, Ken Daniels, Cilla Henry for absence. 
Christine Rogan for lateness due to flight cancellation.
3.
Approval of the agenda
A revised agenda was tabled. The Committee approved the revised agenda.
4.
Declaration of interests
(i) Review declaration of interests document
Members reviewed the document. No changes were proposed.
(ii) Declare any conflicts of interest/role concerning the agenda

None declared.
5.
Minutes of ACART meeting

The Committee confirmed the minutes of the meeting on 14 March 2008. 

The Chair noted reference to members keeping a record of the time taken to prepare for the meeting. The Chair reminded members to notify the Secretariat of the time taken to consider the agenda and meeting papers.
Action 
Secretariat to publish the minutes online. 
Members to notify the Secretariat of time taken in meeting preparation. 
6.
Actions arising
The Committee noted progress on the actions arising.
7.
Advice to the Minister on human reproductive research (s37)
The Committee noted that no update was available about the progress of ACART’s recommendations concerning human reproductive research. 
The Committee noted that the Chair and the Chair of the Embryo Research Working Group were meeting with Minister Chadwick and Minister Cunliffe on 15 May 2008. ACART’s advice about research is on the agenda for the meeting. 
8.
Advice to the Minister on human assisted reproductive technology (s38)
(i) Report to the Minister: Committee advice on preimplantation genetic diagnosis (PGD)
The Committee reviewed the draft report to the Minister, and the summary of submissions. 
The Committee noted some editorial changes, and agreed to add examples to illustrate the current use of PGD, and proposed future uses.

The Committee agreed to: 

· the content of the summary of submissions, and their public release, subject to final editing
· the content of the report, as amended at the meeting
· forward the report to the Minister, subject to revisions.  
Action
Secretariat to: 
· send amended report to the Minister of Health
· prepare the summary of submissions for public release.
(ii) Report to the Minister: Committee advice on embryo splitting
The Committee reviewed the draft report to the Minister, and the summary of submissions. 

The Committee agreed to: 

· the content of the summary of submissions, and the public release, subject to final editing
· the content of the report, as amended at the meeting
· forward the report to the Minister, subject to revisions. 
Action

Secretariat to:

· send amended report to the Minister of Health
· prepare the summary of submissions for public release.

(iii) Summary of submissions

The Committee noted the summary of submissions prepared from responses to questions 8-9 & 11-19 of ACART’s consultation document Advice on Aspects of Assisted Reproductive Technology: a consultation paper on policy issues.
The Committee agreed to the content of the summary of submissions, and their public release, subject to final editing.
Action

Secretariat to prepare the summary of submissions for public release.

(iv) 
Embryo donation draft guidelines – further issues for consideration
The Secretariat sought clarification of three clauses in the draft Guidelines on embryo donation. 
The Committee agreed:

· to revise current clause (viii) to read “There has been discussion, understanding, and agreement between the parties on matters relating to the use and storage of embryos and the disposal of any unused embryos”
· to retain the clause requiring each party to have received independent legal advice 

· to remove the clause requiring each party to have received independent medical advice (as it was not relevant to embryo donation)

· to include an explanatory note at the beginning of the draft Guidelines concerning the meaning of “party” 

· to move the clause concerning the right to vary or withdraw consent from the list under 2(b)(vii) to follow the clause 2(a)(viii) noted above
· to delegate final sign off of the report to the Minister and draft Guidelines to the Chair of ACART.
Action

Secretariat to amend the guidelines as above, and send the report to Chair for sign off.
(v)
Minutes of the Treatment Working Group – use of donated eggs in conjunction with donated sperm, use of combined assisted reproductive procedures, potential discrimination, embryo splitting, import and export, informed consent – for noting

The Committee noted: 
· the minutes of the Treatment Working Group
· the next Treatment Working Group meeting will be held on 13 June 2008.

The Committee discussed the workload of the Treatment Working Group, and asked the Secretariat to consider whether any work could be moved to a separate working group. 
Action

Secretariat to consider whether any projects can be moved to a separate working group.

(vi)
Treatment Working Group consideration of potential discrimination against lesbian couples and single women
The Committee noted the observation of the Ministry of Social Development (MSD) that the Guidelines may discriminate against people who are not in heterosexual relationships. The Committee noted that the Treatment Working Group had reviewed the matter raised by MSD and agreed that it was unlikely that the Guidelines were discriminatory.
However, the Committee noted that the Order in Council may have a discriminatory effect. The Committee noted that the issues relate to a broader workstream concerned with access issues. This workstream is currently being scoped by the Secretariat. 
The Committee agreed that it would not write to MSD at this time, and instead, the Secretariat should send an email to MSD informing it that ACART was considering the matter as part of a broader workstream.

Action

Secretariat to email MSD informing it that ACART was considering the matter as part of a broader workstream.
9.
Advice to the Minister on new assisted reproductive procedures (s6)
(i)
Cryopreserved eggs
The Committee reviewed the final draft of the consultation paper on cryopreserved eggs, and the associated consultation plan.

The Committee noted some editorial changes to the consultation paper, and amendments to the list of individuals/groups to be consulted. 

The Committee agreed to: 
· the consultation plan, subject to revisions suggested at the meeting
· the content of the report, subject to revisions suggested at the meeting
· delegate final sign of the consultation paper to the Chair.
The Committee discussed the risk-acceptability framework. The Committee agreed to remove the example framework from the consultation document, but to consider, at a later date, placing the framework on the website for reference.

Action

Secretariat to:

· amend the consultation paper, and send to Chair for sign off
· prepare a paper for a future ACART meeting on the risk-acceptability framework.
(ii)
In vitro maturation
The Secretariat gave the Committee a verbal update. The Committee noted that the contract for this work is still being negotiated, and that the Secretariat expects that it will be agreed shortly.  
10.
Monitoring application and health outcomes (s35(2)(a))

Monitoring developments in human reproductive research (s35(2)(b))

The Secretariat gave the Committee a verbal update on monitoring developments in human reproductive research:

· letters of invitation had been sent to proposed scanning network members
· all proposed members had accepted 
· a training session is to be arranged prior to the commencement of any work.

The Secretariat also reported that work to determine whether existing data sources and publications would be sufficient to meet ACART’s responsibilities to monitor the application and outcomes of assisted reproductive procedures was underway.
Action

Secretariat to arrange a training session for the scanning network.
Secretariat to continue work to determine adequacy of existing resources for ACART’s monitoring responsibilities. 
11.
Monitoring decisions of ECART (s30 and s42(3)(b))
(i) Secretariat report – Monitoring decisions of ECART
The Committee noted the recent decisions of ECART. 

(ii) ECART report to ACART following ECART meeting of 11 March 2008
The Committee noted the matters raised in ECART’s report.  
12.
Other advice to ECART(s35(1)(a))

The Committee agreed to defer this item until the end of the meeting.
13.
Other advice to the Minister (s 35(1)(b))

No items.
14.
Governance
The Chair noted that this was Christine Rogan’s last ACART meeting. The Chair thanked Christine for her work over the past two years, and acknowledged her commitment to bringing a consumer perspective to the work of ACART and the Treatment Working Group. 
The Chair also noted that this would be the last time that the current ECART Chairperson was in attendance at an ACART meeting. The Chair thanked Philippa Cunningham for her contribution to ACART’s work, and acknowledged her contributions through her work on ECART and her previous role as a member of NECAHR. 
(i)
Chairperson’s report

The Committee noted the Chair’s verbal report.
· Phone Conversation, Chair, Bioethics Council – The Chair reported that she had spoken to the Chair of the Bioethics Council concerning the future direction of their work programme. 
· Teleconference, Deborah Roche, DDG, Ministry of Health – The Chair reported on the teleconference between Deborah Roche and the Chair and Deputy Chair of ACART and on their input to the Health and Disability Systems Strategy Directorate’s design and development programme
· Meeting with Ministers Cunliffe and Chadwick – The Chair noted the upcoming meeting with Ministers on 15 May 2008
· The Chair has been invited to attend the HFEA horizon scanning panel meeting which is being held in conjunction with the ESHRE meeting in early July.
(ii)
Members’ report

The Committee noted the email circulated by John Forman following his attendance at the iCSi congress in February 2008.

(iii)  Agreement to joint annual report and letter to fertility clinics

The Committee noted:

· the format of past annual reports, and associated correspondence 
· ECART would consider the proposal to retain this format at its meeting in May 2008.
The Committee agreed:

· in principle, to a joint annual report for 2007/08

· in principle, to a joint letter to clinics for 2007/08
· the above position for future annual reports and associated correspondence

· to delegate sign off of the letter and form to the Executive Group, in consultation with ECART.
Action

Secretariat to work with ECART Secretariat to update the letter and form, in consultation with the Executive Group and ECART members. 

(iv) Acting Chair position

The Committee agreed to appoint Gareth Jones as Acting Chair for week of 26 May to 6 June 2008. 
(v)
Correspondence
The Committee noted the correspondence received and sent since its last meeting.
The Committee discussed the letter from the Ministry of Health concerning the definitions used by ACART in its Guidelines. 

The Committee agreed: 

· it had been using the definitions in the HART Order in Council
· to write to the Ministry to clarify this

· to add a note in its Guidelines to this effect.

The Committee also discussed the correspondence in, and draft correspondence out, concerning the 10 year storage period. The Committee agreed to send the draft letter to the Ministry of Health.

Action

Secretariat to action matters noted above.
(vi)
Minutes of the Executive Group meeting of 21 April 2008
The Committee noted the minutes.
(vii)
Invitation for additional ACART members to attend ECART meetings for educational purposes

The Chair extended an invitation, on behalf of ECART, for ACART members to attend ECART meetings. 

Action

Secretariat to send to ACART members the schedule of ECART meeting dates. Members to notify the ACART Secretariat if they wish to attend an ECART meeting. 
15.
Administration
Secretariat report

The Committee noted the Secretariat report.
Discussion of deferred item 12

The Committee noted the late paper concerning Urgent Applications, and associated correspondence from the Manager, Strategic Policy on Ethics and Innovation, Ministry of Health dated 8 May 2008 (tabled).

The Committee noted that:

· ECART may forward to ACART an anticipated forthcoming application for the use of donated sperm in conjunction with donated eggs, because there are no guidelines enabling ECART to make a decision
· ACART has previously determined that advice should not be given to ECART in respect of assisted reproductive procedures for which there are no guidelines.

The Committee:

· agreed not to change, at this time, its earlier decision concerning advice to ECART 

· directed the Secretariat to continue work to develop guidelines in respect of donated sperm used in conjunction with donated eggs.

Next meeting date
The Committee agreed that the next meeting of ACART would be on 11 July 2008.
15.
Meeting concluded

The meeting closed at 2.30 pm.

Papers distributed for information of members

· Glover, Marewa and Benedicta Rousseau. 2008. Your Child is your Whakapapa: Maori considerations of assisted human reproduction and relatedness.
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