Minutes of the Thirteenth Meeting of the Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology

AD20-86-5

Held on 12 October 2007

Wellington Airport Conference Centre
Wellington

Present:

Richard Fisher

John Forman

Ian Hassall

Mark Henaghan 
Cilla Henry

Maui Hudson
Gareth Jones 
Christine Rogan 

Sylvia Rumball (Chairperson) (arrived 8.45)
Andrew Shelling
In attendance:

Philippa Cunningham (ECART Member)
Vanessa James (Secretariat)

Sally Stewart (Secretariat) 
1.
Welcome

Gareth Jones opened the meeting at 8.35 am.
2.
Apologies

Ken Daniels and Robyn Scott for absence. Sylvia Rumball for late arrival.
3.
Declarations of Interest

The Committee noted the declarations of interest document (A07/43) and noted that it was an accurate reflection of members’ current interests.

The Chair noted that Philippa Cunningham would be asked to leave the room for discussion of agenda item 12 (ii) related to Section 14 of the HART Act.

4.
Late additions to agenda

There were no late agenda items.
5.
Advice to the Minister on human assisted reproductive technology (LATE PAPER A07/64) (taken after item 6)
i)
General

The Committee agreed to include a preamble to the guidelines and to list the principles of the HART Act. The Committee noted that each guideline would stand alone.

ii)
Clinic-assisted surrogacy arrangements 
The Committee reviewed and amended the draft guideline on clinic-assisted surrogacy arrangements.
The Committee approved the draft guideline on clinic-assisted surrogacy arrangements subject to amendments.

iii)
Donation of gametes between certain family members
The Committee reviewed and amended the draft guideline on donation of gametes between certain family members.

The Committee agreed that the guideline should relate to the Order in Council.

The Committee approved the draft guideline on donation of gametes between certain family members subject to amendments.

The Committee noted that donation of gametes from 16 to 20 year olds was not excluded by the HART Act and that such applications could be made to ECART. The Committee agreed to consider whether it needed to take a position on this at a later date.
iv)
Embryo donation

The Committee discussed the proposal to determine whether it was desirable and possible to include a requirement that recipients undertake a police vetting process.

The Committee determined that further work and discussion was required, including whether police vetting was possible.

The Committee reviewed and amended the draft guideline on embryo donation up to and including clause 4 (a) (iii).

The Chair adjourned discussion of the draft embryo donation guideline at 1.55 pm and the Committee agreed to resume consideration of the draft embryo donation guideline at its next meeting.

v)
PGD

The Committee noted that the majority of the interim guideline for PGD was now part of the established procedure and that the only outstanding point related to selection of an embryo with a genetic disease. The Committee further noted that PGD with HLA tissue typing was not available in New Zealand, as Monash, which does PGD for New Zealand, does not yet offer this service. 

The Committee agreed to establish a separate working group to consider PGD, including the submissions and ACART’s position on the selection of an embryo with a genetic disorder.

The Committee agreed, in the interim, to reinstate relevant aspects of the interim guideline as advice to ECART.

vi)
Use of gametes from deceased persons
The Committee noted that the Health Select Committee had recommended that the collection of gametes from deceased persons come within the jurisdiction of the HART Act.

The Committee noted that it would need to undertake a separate piece of work on the collection, storage and use of gametes from deceased persons.

The Committee agreed to write to the Minister regarding the issuing of advice on the collection, storage and use of gametes from deceased persons.

vii)
Scope of report to Minister

The Committee briefly considered the scope of the report to the Minister and agreed to provide any comments to the Secretariat.

viii)
Provision, to the Ministry, of draft guidelines and advice 
The Committee noted that the Ministry would like a draft, as soon as possible, of the guidelines and advice to the Minister in order to begin preparation of a Cabinet Paper.

The Committee agreed to provide the draft guidelines on clinic-assisted surrogacy arrangements and donation of gametes between certain family members when they had been signed off by the Acting Chair.

The Committee agreed to withhold the draft guidelines on embryo donation until the revision is complete.

The Committee agreed to release the report to the Ministry once it had been completed, reviewed by Committee members and signed off by the Chair.

Action

Secretariat to note on the work programme the issue of gamete donation for those aged 16 to 20 years.

Secretariat to draft letter to the Minister regarding advice on the collection, storage and use of gametes from deceased persons.

Secretariat to revise guidelines and seek the Acting Chair’s sign off before submitting them in a draft format to the Ministry.

Secretariat to prepare report to the Minister, circulate to members for comment, revise and submit to the Chair for sign off to be provided as a draft to the Ministry.

6.
Minutes of ACART meeting

The Committee reviewed the unconfirmed minutes of the 14 September meeting.  The minutes were confirmed subject to amendments. 

Action

Secretariat to amend 14 September minutes and publish them online. 

7.
Governance 

i)
Executive Group Terms of Reference and membership (A07/73)

The Committee approved the Executive Group Terms of Reference.
ii)
Executive Group minutes and ratification of decisions (A07/74)
The Committee noted the minutes of the 28 September meeting of the Executive Group.

The Committee agreed that the Secretariat would prepare a paper on advisory roles for ACART and ECART for discussion at a future ACART meeting.

The Committee agreed that the November meeting date, which had been set aside for review, planning and training, would be required to complete today’s agenda.

The Committee reviewed and approved draft letters to:

· Director-General of Health on progress in considering appointing a manager for the Secretariat

· Bioethics Council seeking a meeting

· Ministry concerning public engagement on issues related to embryo research

· Minister asking whether he wishes ACART to provide advice on the jurisdiction of the HART Act.

Action

Secretariat to send letters out.

Secretariat to prepare a paper on advisory roles for ACART and ECART.
iii)
Correspondence (A07/77)
The Committee reviewed an email from a solicitor seeking confirmation that ECART approval was not required for a New Zealand surrogate receiving a procedure in Australia. The Committee confirmed that ECART approval was not required.
The Committee considered an email from a clinic seeking advice related to the export of sperm. The Committee considered the query to be outside its jurisdiction and noted that it is seeking advice from the Minister as to whether he wishes ACART to have such a function.

The Committee considered an email concerning embryo donation and agreed that the Secretariat would draft a reply setting out the current process and noting ACART’s inability to take on a brokering role.

Action
Secretariat to send response to solicitor.

Secretariat to draft response to clinic in consultation with Mark Henaghan.

Secretariat to draft response on embryo donation in consultation with Richard Fisher.

8.
Meeting concludes
The Chair deferred items 5(c), 11, 14 (i), 14(ii), 14(iv), 14(v), 14(vi) for noting, 14(vii) and 15 until the next meeting.

The Committee agreed to meet next on 9 November 2007.

The Chair advised that she is out of the country for the week beginning 15 October and Mark Henaghan agreed to be Acting Chair.

The Chair asked members to consider varying the meeting schedule for 2008 to better handle the high work load. Options include two-day meetings every two months, or meeting monthly.

The meeting closed at 2.35 pm.

Papers distributed for information of members

· Gook D A and Edgar D H, “Human oocyte cryopreservation” in Human Reproduction Update, pp 1-15, 2007.

· Gamete donation: Op-ed by Margaret Somerville, Ethicist, posted by “Infertility Network” Info@InfertilityNetwork.org, 27 April 2007.

· ACART, Use of Gametes and Embryos in Human Reproductive Research – Summary of Submissions, September 2007.
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