Minutes of the Eighth Meeting of the Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology

AD20-86-5

Held on 9 February 2007

Museum Hotel, Cable Street

Wellington

Present:

Ken Daniels 

Richard Fisher

John Forman

Mark Henaghan 

Gareth Jones (Deputy Chairperson)

Philippa McDonald (arrived 9.45am)

Sylvia Rumball (Chairperson) 

Christine Rogan

Andrew Shelling

David Tamatea 

In attendance:

Philippa Cunningham (ECART ex-officio)

Ian Hicks (Secretariat)

Willow McKay (Secretariat)

Sally Stewart (Secretariat)

1.
Welcome

The Chair opened the meeting at 9.10am.  

2.
Apologies

Philippa McDonald for lateness.

Christine Rogan for having to leave early.

3.
Declarations of interest

The Committee reviewed the Declarations of Interest document (A07/01):

Action:   Secretariat to update the declarations of interest document.
4.
Late additions to the agenda

The following late items were added to the agenda by the Chair:

· Policy and regulatory development

· Fertility Services Standard

· Relationship of HART Act to Human Tissue Act.

· Marae protocol

5.
Minutes from the 24 November 2007 ACART meeting

The Committee reviewed the draft minutes and noted changes on p.6 of the minutes.  The Committee confirmed the minutes of the 24 November meeting subject to the amendments.

Action:  Secretariat to make amendments to the 24 November Minutes and publish them online. 

6.
Review matters arising 

The Committee reviewed the cumulative action points arising from previous meetings and noted the completed action points will be archived.

7.
Advice to the Minister on human assisted reproductive research (Project 1) (HART Act s37) 
(a)
 Public consultation (A07/03)

The Committee reviewed the dates of the remaining public meetings, hui and fono and confirmed which meetings individual members would attend.

(b)
Public meeting debrief

The Committee reviewed the Wellington public consultation meeting held on 8 February and discussed changes to the approach for the upcoming meetings in Auckland and Christchurch. 

· The Committee agreed that in future public meetings Sylvia Rumball and Andrew Shelling would give a powerpoint presentation on the regulatory context and the science of gamete and embryo research.

· The Committee agreed that all papers to the gamete and embryo research advisory group would be copied to all members of ACART.

Action:  

Secretariat to develop a powerpoint presentation. 

Secretariat to copy research advisory group papers to all ACART members.

8.
Advice to the Minister on human assisted reproductive technology (Project 2) (HART Act s38) 

Ken Daniels updated the Committee on the work of the treatment advisory group. 

There was discussion about the interface between the Human Assisted Reproductive Technology Act 2004 and the Human Tissue Bill. One issue where this interface would occur is in the retrieval of sperm from a deceased man.

The Committee discussed the Ministry of Health’s view that, under the Human Assisted Reproductive Technology Act 2004, procedures (other than those that are either prohibited or subject to a moratorium) must be either established and therefore under the management of clinics or subject to ethical review by ECART. It would not be possible to have a class of procedure that, while not established under the Act, could proceed without ethical review because they were straight forward in nature.

· The Committee agreed that sperm should not be taken from a deceased man without his prior consent and that the Minister of Health should be advised of this, subject to further work by the Secretariat on the receipt of advice from Mark Henaghan.

Action:  

Secretariat to undertake a literature review on the medical, psychosocial and ethical factors related to older women using ART and to liaise with Ken Daniels and Andrew Shelling in determining the search strategy.

Secretariat to liaise with Mark Henaghan to provide background information to the 13 April 2007 meeting of the Committee on implications of the Human Tissue Bill for the retrieval of sperm from a deceased man.

Mark Henaghan to consider further whether there may be a class of assisted reproductive procedure that, while not established, could proceed without full ethical review.

Secretariat to ensure that this issue is included in ACART’s advice to the Minister of Health on assisted reproductive procedures.

9.
Advice to the Minister on new assisted reproductive procedures (Project 3) (HART Act s6)
The report on egg freezing, commissioned from an Australian expert, was due today – 9 February 2007. 

10.
Monitoring 

Monitoring application and health outcomes                    (Project 4) (Hart Act s35(2)(a)

· The Committee noted the report Assisted Reproductive Technology in Australia and New Zealand in 2004.
Monitoring developments in human reproductive research (Project 5) (HART Act s35(2)(b))

There had been no progress on this topic, given other priorities.

11.
Monitoring decisions of ECART 

 (Project 6) (HART Act s30 & s42(3)(b))

The Secretariat tabled applications to ECART from the 28 November 2006 ECART meeting.

The Committee noted the agenda and minutes for the 28 November 2006 ECART meeting.  Philippa Cunningham gave a verbal report outlining issues arising from the 28 November ECART meeting.

12.
Advice and guidelines to ECART

 (Project 7) (HART Act s35(1)(a))

Covered under agenda item 8.

13.
Advice to the Minister

 (Project 8) (HART Act s35(1)(b))

The Chair of ECART raised the scenario where an urgent, unexpected application, for which there are no guidelines, might come before ECART and whether there was a framework for dealing with such a situation.

Action:  

Secretariat to include issue on ACART’s April agenda.  

14.
Governance

 (Project 9)

(a)
 Chairperson’s report

The Chair informed the Committee that she had attended a meeting of the Chairs of the Health Research Council’s Ethics Committee, the Bioethics Council and the National Ethics Advisory Committee on 11 December 2006 to discuss work programmes. The Chair noted with concern that the Bioethics Council was considering a project entitled ‘Who should be born?’ that would overlap with ACART’s public consultation on assisted reproductive procedures, which will include PGD.

The Chair had agreed to speak at the Medical Law Conference on 11 April 2007 on ACART’s role and the process of developing policy advice on gamete and embryo research. The timing was such that the conclusions and recommendations of ACART’s project would not be able to be included. The Chair noted that Cordelia Thomas from the Bioethics Council Secretariat was also speaking.

(b)
Travel policy

The Chair noted Kathy Spencer’s response to her letter seeking greater flexibility with respect to the Ministry of Health’s preferred airline policy.  The response was not entirely clear, and the situation would need to be kept under review.

(c)
Deputy Chairperson

The Chair noted that the appointment of the Deputy Chairperson was annual.

Ken Daniels was appointed Deputy Chairperson.

(d)
The Committee noted that the term of appointment of a number of members would be up in June 2007 and that the Ministry of Health was currently seeking nominations for re-appointment and new members.

(e)
Governance Group 

Philippa McDonald agreed to be the third member of the Governance Group, along with the Chair and Deputy Chair.

(f)
ACART media interactions (A07/08)

· The Committee noted the publication in the Ngai Tahu magazine, Te Karaka, of an article which included an interview with the Chair about embryo research in general.  

15.
Administration

 (Project 10)

(a)
Conference and external events calendar (A07/67)

The Committee noted that Andrew Shelling has external funding to attend the International Federation of Fertility Societies (IFFS) World congress on Fertility and Sterility in South Africa in 2007 and will report back to ACART. The Committee agreed to support Andrew Shelling with funding to also attend the Ethics of Reproduction Workshop.

16.
Late agenda items

Mihi Namana led a discussion on protocol for attending a Marae or hui.

17.
Meeting close

The next ACART meeting date was confirmed for 13 April 2007. 

The Chair closed the meeting at 2.30pm.
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