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Minutes of the Fourteenth Meeting of the Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology

AD20-86-5

Held on 9 November 2007

Wellington Airport Conference Centre
Wellington

Present:

Richard Fisher

John Forman

Ian Hassall

Cilla Henry

Maui Hudson
Gareth Jones 
Sylvia Rumball (Chairperson) 
Robyn Scott 
In attendance:

Deborah Rowe (ECART Member)

Ian Hicks (Secretariat)
Vanessa James (Secretariat)

Sally Stewart (Secretariat) 
1.
Welcome

The Chair opened the meeting at 8.30 am and welcomed Robyn Scott to her first ACART meeting.
2.
Apologies

Ken Daniels, Mark Henaghan, Christine Rogan and Andrew Shelling for absence. 
Deb Rowe for arriving late.

Gareth Jones for leaving early.

3.
Declarations of Interest

The Committee noted the declarations of interest document (A07/81) and noted that it was an accurate reflection of members’ current interests.

No conflicts were identified in relation to the agenda.

The Committee discussed the robustness of ACART’s approach to identifying conflicts of interest in the context of the Auditor-General’s findings with respect to district health boards.

The Committee agreed to also identify any role conflicts with respect to the agenda and to add a 3rd point to the agenda – “determine how to manage any conflicts”.

4.
Late additions to agenda

There were no late agenda items.
5.
Advice to the Minister on human assisted reproductive technology (LATE PAPER A07/82) 
(i)
Embryo donation guidelines

The Committee noted that the requirement that recipient/s have a medical condition had been questioned by several submitters for a variety of reasons. The Committee discussed this and determined to retain the requirement for the following reasons:

· The Committee had not discussed extending embryo donation beyond infertility treatment and had not consulted on this. It is not known how society would view such an extension.

· The Committee had previously determined to take a conservative approach to the development of the new guidelines, given that embryo donation is very new in New Zealand.

The Committee agreed, however, that submitters had raised valid points and that it would, in future, consider whether the use of assisted reproductive procedures should be restricted to the treatment of infertility or whether it should be widened, for example, to prevent the inheritance of genetic diseases or to allow the donation of embryos to families who do not experience infertility.
The Committee approved the embryo donation guidelines subject to the changes identified being made and agreed that Mark Henaghan be given the opportunity to provide input before they are finalised. 
The Committee delegated sign-off on the guidelines to the Chair.
Action

Secretariat to give Mark Henaghan the opportunity to comment on the guidelines before seeking the Chair’s signoff.

(ii)
Report to Minister

The Committee reviewed the draft report to the Minister and, in addition to minor changes, agreed that the following issues be included:
· The view expressed in submissions that embryo donation should be extended beyond treatment for infertility, and the need for ACART to consider this in future.

· That ACART had included a specific provision for informed consent in the guidelines for embryo donation, and that ACART would further consider and provide advice on informed consent.

The Committee determined that the re-drafted report should be sent to all members for approval, before being signed off by the Chair.
Action

Secretariat to circulate draft report to all members for approval before seeking the Chair’s signoff.

(iii)
Summary of submissions

The Committee agreed to the summary of submissions subject to the changes identified being made.
(iv)
Provision of draft papers to the Ministry of Health

The Committee agreed to the papers being provided to the Ministry in draft form to assist the Ministry in preparing its advice to the Minister and the Minister’s paper to Cabinet, provided that the Ministry understood that they were subject to change.
(v)
Advice to ECART

The Committee agreed to reissue the following interim guidelines as advice to ECART:
· Embryo donation

· Pre-implantation genetic diagnosis

· Storage, use and disposal of sperm to a deceased man.

The Committee noted that these would be in place until ACART had completed and issued new guidelines in these areas.
(vi)
Preamble to the guidelines for the donation of gametes between certain family members

The Committee agreed that the accuracy of the cousin to cousin statement be checked and that the use of donated eggs with donated sperm be added.
The Committee considered and agreed to the revised preamble, subject to the changes identified being made.
Action

Check cousin to cousin statement and amend preamble.

(vii)
PGD Working Group

The Committee agreed that the Working Group would be chaired by Gareth Jones and that members would be Mark Henaghan, John Forman, Richard Fisher and Ian Hassall.
It was suggested that this Working Group might extend the scope of its work to consider assisted reproductive procedures for a wider range of uses beyond the treatment of infertility. It was agreed that this suggestion would be considered by the group at its first meeting.
It was determined that the work should begin in the New Year and be completed by 30 June 2008, but that a timeline would need to be developed. 
It was considered that the extension to the timeframe would enable ACART to consider the findings of the Bioethics Council project.
Action

Secretariat to draft timeline and convene the PGD working group in the New Year.

(viii)
Treatment Working Group

The Committee noted that the Treatment Working Group needed to reconvene to continue outstanding work, that is:
· The import and export of donated gametes and embryos

· The use of donated sperm with donated eggs

· Embryo splitting

· Use and storage of gametes from deceased persons (and collection, subject to the outcome of the Human Tissue Bill)

· Informed consent.

The Committee agreed that membership of the Working Group should be reviewed and that a timeline for the completion of the work be developed. It was determined that the work should be complete by 30 June 2008.
Action

Secretariat to draft timeline, review membership and reconvene the TWG.

(ix)
Ministry of Health feedback

The Ministry had provided other government agencies comments on the Cabinet paper for the guidelines on clinic-assisted surrogacy and donation of eggs and sperm between certain family members.
The Committee reviewed and noted the comments and discussed, in particular, the comment that the guidelines for donation of eggs and sperm between certain family members was restricted to those experiencing infertility, whereas, this procedure could potentially benefit those with a genetic disorder in the family. 

6.
Minutes of ACART meeting

The committee approved the minutes of the previous meeting, subject to changes identified.

Action

Secretariat to amend 12 October minutes and publish them online. 

7.
Actions arising

The committee reviewed the actions arising document and agreed to archive completed actions.

8.
Advice to the Minister on human reproductive research
The Secretariat advised that the Ministry of Health’s intention was to prepare a paper to Cabinet related to ACART’s recommendations to the Minister of Health at the same time as it prepares the Cabinet paper on the embryo donation guidelines.
The Committee expressed its disappointment with the length of time it has taken to receive a response to its research recommendations, which were presented to the Minister of Health on 28 June 2007.

9.
New assisted reproductive technologies

(i)
Cryopreserved eggs

The Committee noted the following progress in the preparation of advice to the Minister of Health on the use of cryopreserved eggs:
· The peer review of the draft risk-acceptability framework had been received

· The researcher who had prepared the technical report had agreed to update it and a contract would be prepared
· The Secretariat would work with a contract analyst to complete the work, given ACART’s heavy workload.

The Committee noted that the update of the technical report was particularly important given developments over the past 6 months, particularly in Italy where there is a ban on freezing embryos. 
The Committee noted further that an update of the risk-acceptability framework and the draft consultation paper should be available for Working Group discussion before the end of December, that the consultation paper should be signed off by ACART in March and that consultation would take place mainly during April. 
This should enable ACART to advise the Minister of Health on an appropriate regulatory category for cryopreserved eggs by 30 June 2008.
(ii)
In vitro maturation
The Committee noted that the risk-acceptability framework being piloted in the cryopreserved eggs project would be applied to in vitro maturation and all other new technologies.
The Committee also noted the criticism, in the Herald on Sunday, at ACART’s progress on in vitro maturation. The Committee was surprised at this as it wrote to providers of fertility services in June 2007 asking if there were any issues on the horizon. The only issue raised was “dual applications” – for example, embryo donation with surrogacy.
The Committee agreed to commission a technical report on IVM for completion early in 2008. The Committee also asked the Secretariat to prepare a timeline for completion of advice on IVM.
Action

Secretariat to prepare a timeline and commission a technical report on IVM.

10.
Monitoring
(i)
Monitoring the application and health outcomes of assisted reproductive procedures and established procedures

The project scope has been shared with Ministry of Health staff with expertise and experience in the monitoring of health outcomes and the development of information systems. Any comments will be incorporated prior to consideration by the working group.

(ii)
Monitoring developments in human reproductive research

The project scope requires further work prior to convening the working group.

The working group will be convened by teleconference or email to consider the project scopes prior to the December meeting of ACART.

11.
Monitoring decisions of ECART

The Committee noted that ECART would consider its position in relation to the payment of life insurance for the birth mother at its meeting on 20 November.
The ECART representative highlighted the synergies between ECART’s and ACART’s application and outcome monitoring roles and it was noted that the two committees had agreed to work together in this area. The Committee also noted ECART’s project to obtain information from clinics on all procedures previously approved by ECART.

The Committee noted ECART’s written report and reviewed the table of issues previously forwarded from ECART to ACART.

12.
Advice to ECART (taken after item 14)
The Committee discussed the implications of the opinion from Health Legal and noted that ECART had previously referred two applications to ACART under section 18(2) of the HART Act. These were for in vitro maturation and the use of cryopreserved eggs.

The Committee agreed to ask Mark Henaghan to comment on the advice from Health Legal.

The Committee asked for a paper for its next meeting which would cover the range of situations that might apply and recommendations for the type of situation that ACART would and would not consider urgent.

Action

Secretariat to seek Mark Henaghan’s comments on the Health Legal opinion and draft a paper for the December meeting.

13.
Advice to the Minister (taken after item 12)
The Committee noted that it had a list of issues that may require advice to the Minister. The Committee agreed that this list would be maintained and kept under review. It also agreed that the list needed to be considered and prioritised alongside the work programme.

14.
Governance
(i)
Chairperson’s report

The Chairperson advised that she had attended the launch of Genes, Society and the Future which contained a specific chapter on ACART. The author has been invited to attend the December meeting of ACART to discuss the issues raised. Members have been provided with a copy of the chapter.

(ii)
Members’ report

The Committee noted the members’ report.

(iii)
Executive group minutes

The Committee noted the minutes and agreed to invite Therese Egan and Jessica Doube to the December meeting to present on the implementation of the Fertility Services Standard.

Action

Secretariat to invite Therese Egan and Jessica Doube to attend the December meeting to present on the implementation of the Fertility Services Standard.

(iv)
Human Tissue Bill

The Committee noted that all issues related to gametes and embryos were likely to come under the jurisdiction of the HART Act once the Human Tissue Bill, which is currently at the Committee of the Whole House stage, is passed.

(v)
Law Commission report New Issues in Legal Parenthood
The Committee approved the draft letter to Child, Youth and Family.

The Committee declined to approve the draft letter to the Minister and agreed to reconsider the Law Commission’s report in light of the submissions to ACART on assisted reproductive technology.
Action

Secretariat to include consideration of the Law Commission’s report on a future ACART agenda.

(vi)
Correspondence

The Committee noted the correspondence sent and received since its last meeting.

(vii)
Meeting schedule

The Committee agreed to hold meetings on the following dates in 2008:

· 15 February


14 March


11 April


9 May


13 June


11 July


8 August


12 September


10 October


14 November


12 December

It was further agreed that meetings would be cancelled if there was no need for them.
(viii)
Work programme

The Committee noted that the Secretariat was reviewing the work programme and preparing a prioritised work programme over the remainder of 2007/08 and 2008/09 and that this would be discussed with the Executive Group prior to being considered by ACART at its December meeting.

The Committee agreed to engage further with providers of fertility services over the relative priority of the work.

Action

Secretariat to discuss work programme with Executive Group and place on December agenda.
(ix)
Re/appointments to ACART

The Committee noted that the terms of appointment for Sylvia Rumball, Gareth Jones and Christine Rogan expire in June 2008. The Secretariat advised that the appointments team within the Ministry of Health intend to begin the re/appointments process in the week beginning 12 November and that the call for nominations is likely to be made on 4 December, with a closing date of 3 January.
(x)
New Minister of Health

The Committee discussed the change of Minister and agreed to write to Minister Cunliffe seeking a meeting with him.

Action

Secretariat to draft letter to the Minister of Health.

(xi)
Bioethics Conference, 1-3 February 2008, Dunedin

The Committee discussed the conference and agreed that the Secretariat would email members asking them to express their interest in attending.

Action

Secretariat to email members to determine their interest in attending the Bioethics Conference.

Gareth Jones left the meeting at 2.30 pm.
(xii)
Meeting with the Bioethics Council

The Chair advised that a meeting between the Chairs and Deputy Chairs of ACART and the Bioethics Council was being planned for 18 December. The Committee agreed to consider potential areas of the work programme where the two committees could work together.

Action

December meeting agenda to include potential areas of joint work between ACART and the Bioethics Council.

(xiii)
ACART’s public profile

The Committee discussed ACART’s public profile and noted that it did not have the function or the resources to engage more fully with the public. The Committee agreed to consider the possibility of hosting an annual public event.

Action

Include on the agenda of a future meeting, the possibility of hosting an annual public event.
15.
Meeting concludes
The meeting closed at 2.45 pm.

Papers distributed for information of members

· King, M. The Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technologies: The role of public consultation in decision making in Genes, Society and the Future: Volume 1/Human Genome Research Project. Dunedin, N.Z.:Human Genome Research Project, 2007.

· Government Response to the Report from the Joint Committee on the Human Tissue and Embryos (Draft) Bill. UK.

· MaCallum F and Golombok S. Embryo donation families: mothers’ decisions regarding disclosure of donor conception in Human Reproduction Vol 22, No. 11 pp.2888-2895, 2007.

· Covering email from Ben Creet, Ministry of Health’s policy unit, plus feedback from government departments on the guidelines Cabinet paper – for ACART’s information.
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