Advisory Committee on 

Assisted Reproductive Technology

Fifth Meeting on Friday 14 July 2006

Wellington Airport Conference Centre

Agenda

Closed Meeting

Morning tea available 10.30

Dr Martin Wilkinson and Dr Helen Bichan (Bioethics Council) to attend meeting from 12.00 – 12.30

Lunch available at 12.30

Afternoon tea available at 2.30

27/07/06 Clarification note: “safety assessment” in this agenda refers to an assessment of known risks and benefits to health of the procedure or treatment.

	8.00 - 8.30 am
	Coffee and tea available prior to meeting
	

	8.30 am
	Welcome
	

	
	Apologies
	

	
	Review Declarations of Interest Document (A06/34)
	1

	
	Minutes of previous meeting

The minutes of the Fourth ACART Meeting 12/05/06 to be confirmed
	3

4

	
	Matters arising from Minutes

Review of action points arising from the minutes
	15

16

	
	ACART Work programme

· Strategic Directions – Planning to October 2007 (A06/35)

· Supplementary paper: feasibility of integrating gamete research into embryo document (A06/46) (late paper – emailed)
· ACART’s requirement to perform a safety assessment of assisted reproductive procedures without guidelines (A06/45) (late paper – emailed)
· Clinical uses of ART (A06/36)
	19

20

33

	
	Budget

· Budget outlook for 06/07 financial year (A06/37)

· Expense and fees policy for attendance at external events (A06/38)
	55

56

61

	
	Update from the Bioethics Council (12.00 – 12.30)

The Council’s work on embryo research

· “Human Embryos” document (confidential) for noting (A06/47)
	

	
	Communication Plan

· ACART Communication Plan – Update (A06/39)
	64
65

	
	Report from ECART

· ECART applications considered 13 June 2006 tabled
· Table of ECART decisions for noting
· ECART report from 13 June 2006 (A06/40)

· ECART request for the development of a policy to deal with “innovative practice applications requiring urgency”.
· Application to ECART to use cryopreserved eggs (A06/41)

· ECART Agenda and Minutes 13 June 2006 for noting.
	67

68

78

81

85

	
	Draft Fertility Services Standard (FSS)

· Options for ACART to comment on the Draft FSS  (A06/42) (late paper – tabled)
	

	
	Update from Secretariat

· Maori focus group
· Report on Hui: Genetic testing and Kaitiakitanga, Auckland, 26 June 2006 (A06/43)
· Appointments to ACART
Contract to write a report that maps out the legislative framework of ART in NZ.
	97



	
	Chairperson’s report

· Meeting with Minister of Health, 18 May 2006 

· Meeting with Therese Egan (Manager, Ethics & Innovation, Sector Policy) and Barbara Nicholas, 31 May 2006 

· Attendance at ESHRE Conference, Prague, 18-21 June 2006 (A06/44) (late paper- emailed)
· Attendance at MORST Stem Cell meeting, Hamilton, 25 June 2006

· Invitation to Chair to meet with the Otago Human Genome Project Team - Dunedin

· Invitation to Chair to take part in Bioethics Council’s “Talking Embryos” event.
	

	
	Conferences

· Fertility Society Australia 22 October 2006 – Sydney
· No program released
· The 8th World Congress of Bioethics August 2006 - Beijing 
· 6th International Meeting of National Bioethics Advisory Boards, August 4-5, Beijing

· Liggins Insitute seminar on conception, Auckland, 19 July 2006, 5.30pm.
	

	
	New Developments in ART

Preimplantation genetic haplotyping (PGH) a new technique for testing embryos. (see p 216 of articles)
	

	
	Policy and Legislative Developments

· NZ – government response to Law Commission Report on legal parenthood

· Australia – Ban on cloning human embryos continued.

· UK – HFEA decision on PGD policy (use for inherited cancer)
	

	
	Media interactions

· Request to Chair for interview by radio NZ for Sunday “ideas” (to run 6 August 2006)
"Stem and Us", Listener, July 1, 2006, p 30-31 (Gareth Jones).
	

	
	Correspondence for noting
	99

	4.00 pm
	Meeting concludes 

· Confirm next meeting date

· Committee claim forms
	


Materials to Bring to ACART Meeting 14 July 2006

· Meeting Papers

· Agenda papers and Reports

· Articles

· HART Act

· HART Order (established procedures)

· Guidelines for ART in New Zealand

· Committee Members please bring your diary.
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