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Minutes of the Sixty First Meeting of the

Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology

Held on 10 June 2016 at the Wellington Airport Conference Centre, Wellington

Present 

Alison Douglass (Chair)

Mike Legge (Deputy Chair)

Jonathan Darby
Gillian Ferguson

Kathleen Logan 
Sue McKenzie

Catherine Poutasi

Barry Smith 
Non-members present
Jo Fitzpatrick (ECART)

Betty-Ann Kelly (ACART Secretariat)
Martin Kennedy (ACART Secretariat)

1. Welcome

1.1 The Chair welcomed the Committee members and guests. The new members spoke briefly about their backgrounds.
1.a 
Opening comments
1.2 Mike Legge gave the opening comments, speaking about the early stages of embryo develoment. 
2.
Apologies

2.1 
Apologies were received from Karen Buckingham and John McMillan.
3. 
Approval of the agenda

3.1 
Members approved the agenda.

Action 

· Secretariat to place the June 2016 agenda on ACART’s website.
4.
Declarations of Interests 


4.1
There were no declarations of interests.

5. 
Minutes of ACART’s meeting of 8 April 2016
5.1 
The minutes were approved.
Action
· Secretariat to place the April 2016 minutes on ACART’s website.

6.
Actions arising from the previous minutes

6.1 
Members noted the status of actions arising from the April 2016 meeting.

7.
Work programme — current status 

7.1
Members noted the status of the items on the programme.
8.
Informed consent — consider the full draft advice to the Minister
8.1 
Members and the Secretariat discussed the full draft of the advice to the Minister about informed consent for human assisted reproduction. Members agreed to add commentary about consent being sought for all cases of clinic assisted surrogacy. Members considered all of the recommendations and requested some amendments. 
8.2
The Secretariat will make the amendments then send the document to all members. Members will submit any final comments to the Chair who will make the final amendments.
8.3
The Secretariat will subsequently send the full, final draft to the Office of the Health and Disability Commissioner for its comment.
Actions
· Secretariat to amend the document and send to members.
· Chair to make final amendments.
· Send the full, final draft to the Office of the Health and Disability Commissioner.
9. 
Review of the donation guidelines — Working Group report and recommendations
9.1 
Members discussed a report and recommendations from the Donation Guidelines Working Group, following a Working Group meeting on 27 May 2016. The Working Group had discussed the guidelines on surrogacy, family donations, and donated eggs used in conjunction with donated sperm.
9.2
Members noted that it might be possible to merge the donation guidelines. Further work is needed to investigate if and how the merge would happen and what the implications would be.
9.3
Members and the Secretariat discussed the next steps, and agreed that all members should send comments, about the report from the Working Group, to the Working Group. The Working Group should consider those comments, out of session, decide how to proceed, and report to ACART at its August meeting.
9.4 
Alison Douglass will re-join the working group and Gillian Ferguson will also join it.
Actions 

· Send comments, on the report from the working group, to the members of the working group.
· Working group consider comments from members and decide how to proceed.
10.
Review of the research guidelines

10.1
ACART agreed it needs to be clear why and how ACART’s guidelines on human reproductive research should be amended. The committee will decide what should be in and out of scope and what the likely content of the amended guidelines would be. Committee members will submit comments to the Secretariat.
Action
· Submit comments to the Secretariat.

· Secretariat write a document setting out the case for revising the guidelines.
11.
ACART’s monitoring role

11.1 
Deferred to the August meeting.
12.
Governance


a. Chair’s report. 

12.1 
The committee noted the report. 
12.2
The Chair reported on her meeting with Associate Minister Peter Dunne, and the Chair of the Ethics Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology (ECART). The Deputy Chair, a Secretariat member, and the manager of the ECART Secretariat were also present. The Chair also reported on her meeting with Hamiora Bowkett, Acting Chief Strategy and Policy Officer at the Ministry of Health.
13. 
Secretariat report to ACART 

13.1 
Members noted the report.
13.2
The Secretariat informed the committee on progress on the consultation on the use of cryopreserved ovarian tissue.
Additional item — ex officio meeting attendance
· There was a discussion about ACART and ECART members attending one another’s meetings and the roles of those attendees. The manager of the ECART Secretariat is currently working with the Ministry of Health to create a Memorandum of Understanding between ACART, ECART and the Ministry.
14.
An ACART member to volunteer to be the “member in attendance” at the next ECART meeting

14.1 
Kathleen Logan will attend the next ECART meeting.
15.
Conclusion of meeting

15.1 
The work likely between meetings will be: 

· briefing the Associate Minister on why and how the guidelines on research could be amended

· finalising the advice to the Associate Minister on informed consent

· consider the Working Group’s recommendations for the review of the donation guidelines and draft the subsequent paper
· consultation on the use of cryopreserved ovarian tissue.
15.2 
The next ACART meeting is scheduled for 12 August 2016 and will be held at the Wellington Airport Conference centre.

15.3 
The meeting closed at 2.30pm.
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