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DRAFT Minutes of the Forty-sixth meeting of the 
Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology


Held on 8 November 2013 at the Sudima Hotel, Christchurch


Present 
John Angus (via telephone)
Alison Douglass (acting Chair)
Karen Buckingham
Jonathan Darby
Nikki Horne
Mike Legge
Sue McKenzie
Barry Smith
Apologies
None
In attendance
Betty-Ann Kelly (ACART Secretariat)
Emma Doust (ACART Secretariat)
Carolyn Mason (ECART member in attendance)
1.	Welcome 
The meeting opened at 10 am.
The Chair welcomed Carolyn Mason from ECART.
The Chair also welcomed Emma Doust to her first ACART meeting. 
2.	Apologies
No apologies were received.


3.	Approval of the agenda
Members approved the agenda.
Action
Secretariat to place the agenda on ACART’s website.
4.	Declarations of interests
a)	Review declarations of interests document
Members noted that Nikki Horne is now on the Board of Fertility New Zealand.
b)	Conflicts of interests regarding agenda
Karen Buckingham reported that a colleague is leading a research project noted in the item about ACART’s work programme for 2014.
Members noted that ACART did not have a role in decisions about the research project. 
c)	Ministry of Health conflicts of interest policy
Members noted a memorandum from the Manager, Committee Support and Business Services, about the Ministry of Health’s amended conflicts of interest policy. Members were invited to provide feedback.
Members noted:
· There needs to be clarity about the provisions that apply to statutory committees.  In other words, it would be useful to separate out the policy for statutory committees.
· The main issue in regard to conflicts of interests is how conflicts are managed and recorded in minutes. 
· All members had completed a declarations of interests form when they became members. 
A member asked if the register of interests was a public document.  
Action
Secretariat to thank the Manager, Committee Support and Business Services on members’ behalf for consulting with ACART about the amended policy. 
Secretariat to provide feedback to the Ministry of Health about ACART’s views. 
Secretariat to amend the Members’ Handbook to include the new policy.
Secretariat to investigate whether the register of interests is publicly available. 
5.	Minutes of ACART’s meeting of 13 September 2013
Members present at the meeting of 13 September 2013 approved the minutes. 
Action
Secretariat to place finalised minutes on ACART’s website.


6.	Actions arising 
Members noted the status of actions arising from the September 2013 meeting. 
Members agreed to shift all full ACART meetings in 2014 to Wellington, to take account of the limited flight options from and to Westport. 
Members noted that a student would not be available for the planned information gathering in Auckland as part of the informed consent project, unless ACART was able to provide financial support. 
Members agreed that a staff member in the Secretariat would undertake the project, with support from Mike Legge and the other Secretariat staff members. 
Action
Secretariat to make arrangements for all full ACART meetings in 2014 to be held in Wellington.
7.	Work programme 
Members noted the status of projects on the work programme.
In considering options for ACART’s 2014 work programme, members took into account:
· current projects expected to be completed by mid-2014
· outstanding projects to be progressed
· public consultation requirements and timing.  
Members agreed the following priorities for next year’s work programme:
1. Completion of import/export advice, following public consultation February-March 2014. 
2. The second stage of the guidelines review project. 
3. Development of advice to the Minister of Health on informed consent matters.
4. A post-election briefing to the Minister of Health on ACART’s work, to include discussion about human reproductive research guidelines. The briefing would also note procedures on the horizon in the next few years. 
5. Complete consultation with the Minister of Health on the Guidelines on Preimplantation Genetic Diagnosis (PGD) with Human Leucocyte Antigen (HLA) Tissue Typing. 
6. Maintain a watching brief on evidence about and outcomes from the use of cryopreserved ovarian tissue. 
Members noted the following established working groups to progress projects between full ACART meetings:
· Import and export advice

· 
1
· John Angus
· Mike Legge
· Karen Buckingham
· Alison Douglass
· 



· Second stage of guidelines review
· John Angus (convener)
· Karen Buckingham
· 
· Mike Legge
· Nikki Horne

Members also agreed two new working groups:
· Informed consent advice
· 
· John Angus (convener)
· Nikki Horne
· Jonathan Darby
· Mike Legge
· 
· Human reproductive research guidelines
· 
· Alison Douglass (convener)
· Barry Smith
· Mike Legge
· Sue McKenzie

Action
Secretariat to consider and propose to members the next stage for each of the working groups. 
8.	Surrogacy guidelines and family gamete donation guidelines – update
Members noted an update about the project.  The paper reported discussion with the Ministry of Health and the Minister of Health about the guidelines. 
The Minister is informing colleagues about the guidelines.
Members also noted that clarification was needed about the relationship between the forthcoming new surrogacy guidelines and two other guidelines (embryo donation and donated eggs with donated sperm).  ACART’s advice to ECART on applications involving combined assisted reproductive procedures would be amended and reissued when the new guidelines were issued. That advice appeared to be the appropriate mechanism for informing ECART and providers about the guidelines that apply in various circumstances. 
Actions
Secretariat to seek legal advice on the relationship between the forthcoming new surrogacy guidelines, the embryo donation guidelines and the donated eggs with donated sperm guidelines, and inform members about the outcome. 
Secretariat to circulate proposed amended advice to ECART for members’ review. 
ACART will issue the amended guidelines and amended advice after completing consultation with the Minister of Health. 
9.	Advice on import and export of human gametes and embryos – update on public consultation
Members noted an update on the work to develop advice to the Minister on importing and exporting gametes and embryos for assisted reproductive procedures and human reproductive research. 
Members noted that the Minister of Health is informing colleagues about the public consultation.   This will have an impact on the timing of the public consultation which will now begin in February 2014.  
The public consultation will involve posting out discussion documents to around 100 individuals and organisations.  The Chair and members will be available to meet with providers and Fertility New Zealand, if there is interest. 
Action
Secretariat to continue preparing the discussion document for publication. 
10.	Fertility preservation for people with cancer draft guideline – request for ACART feedback
Members noted that the Ministry of Health Cancer Team had invited ACART feedback on a draft fertility preservation guideline developed in partnership between oncologists and the fertility sector. 
Members noted: 
· The guideline is an excellent initiative that appears applicable to other cases of fertility preservation for clinical reasons.
· ACART does not agree with the proposal that ethical approval should be needed for storage of ovarian tissue.   If the proposal is supported by the Ministry of Health, the legal and operational implications needed to be considered.  Regulatory change would be required. 
· There are some terminology and editorial matters that should be addressed in finalising the guideline.
· The guideline could include some additional references about Māori attitudes to assisted reproduction, and also some recent references about fertility preservation.  
· Maori are disproportionately affected by the impacts of cancer. 
Action
Secretariat to draft letter to Ministry of Health outlining ACART’s feedback.
Secretariat to circulate the letter to members for feedback and for the Chair’s signature.
Secretariat to forward letter to Ministry of Health. 
11. 	New Zealand Assisted Reproductive Technology 2010 report – analysis of data
Members considered a Secretariat report about key findings in the 2010 report.
Members noted that it would be useful to include cumulative birth rates from ART cycles in the next report, based on Chapter 9 in the full Australia-New Zealand report for 2011.
Action
Secretariat to investigate including cumulative birth rate statistics and analysis when contracting for a 2011 New Zealand Assisted Reproductive Technology report.


12.	Welfare of the child – regulatory and ethical perspectives
Members noted a paper provided by the Secretariat about various ethical and regulatory perspectives on the welfare of the child in regard to assisted reproductive technology. 
13.	Operations of HART Act
a)	Report on ECART decisions
Members noted a Secretariat report on ECART’s decisions at its meeting of 5 September 2013. 
b)	Review of the Code of Health and Disability Services Consumers’ Rights
Members noted that the Secretariat had provided a report on potential issues for an ACART submission to the upcoming review of the Code of Health and Disability Services Consumers’ Rights.
Members decided to postpone consideration of issues for a submission until the review began.
Action
Secretariat to provide a report when the review of the Code of Health and Disability Services Consumers’ Rights begins, with a view to ACART making a submission. 
14.	Governance
a)	Chair’s report
Members noted the Chair’s report. 
The Chair reported that he had attended meetings with:
· Ministry of Health officials on 26 September to discuss ACART’s decisions on surrogacy and family gamete donation guidelines
· the Chair of ECART and Dr Freddie Graham on 3 October to discuss progressing the PGD guidelines with HLA tissue typing
· the Minister of Health on 23 September to discuss ACART projects
· a Japanese obstetrician, Dr Naoake Kuji, on 24 October to discuss the New Zealand regulatory framework in regard to donors and donations.
The Chair also reported that the Children’s Commissioner had agreed that the Chair should continue to be on ACART in the role of the member with the ability to articulate the interests of children.   The person appointed to the role must be either the Children’s Commissioner or be a representative or employee of the person who holds the office. 
b)	Members’ reports
Barry Smith reported his upcoming attendance at the 9th World Conference on Bioethics, Medical Ethics and Health Law, held 19-21 November.  He also reported that his first meeting as Chair of the Health Research Council Ethics Committee will be on 4 December.
Mike Legge provided brief written reviews on three new scientific papers for members’ information.
Nikki Horne reported that Fertility New Zealand had recently held its Annual General Meeting. 
· The organisation was in very good shape compared to a year ago, with an additional 500 members.  
· Fertility New Zealand was looking at contracting with Dr Georgina Chambers, an Australian fertility epidemiologist, to look at the impacts of various public funding models.
· Fertility week would probably be held in April 2014.      
15.	Stakeholder liaison and relationships, including correspondence
Members noted correspondence with ECART, the Minister of Health and the Ministry of Health, and general correspondence. 
Members noted an outstanding item of discussion between ACART and the Ministry, in regard to editorial amendments to ACART’s Terms of Reference.
Action
Secretariat to seek to resolve outstanding item about ACART’s Terms of Reference. 
16. 	Secretariat report to ACART
Members noted the Secretariat report.
Members also noted a circulated report by Betty-Ann Kelly about her attendance in Melbourne at the annual Louis Waller lecture which considered whether there should be increased remuneration for donors and surrogates.   
Action
Secretariat to confirm ACART attendance at the Otago Bioethics Conference in January, and to arrange registration, travel and accommodation.  
Members to express their interest to the Secretariat if interested in attending the Symposium on Transforming Public Engagement on Controversial Science and Technology, held 17-18 February 2014 in Hamilton.
17. 	Conclusion of the meeting
The next ACART meeting is scheduled for 14 February 2014.  The meeting will be held in Wellington. 
The meeting closed at 3.30pm.
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