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Minutes of the Twenty-seventh meeting of the Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology  
AD20-86-5

Held on 14 May 2010
Wellington Airport Conference Centre

Wellington

Present

Sylvia Rumball (Chair) (from 8.50am)
Richard Fisher (until 1pm)
Andrew Shelling

John Forman

Mark Henaghan (until 1.30pm)
Richard Randerson

Ian Hassall

Gareth Jones 
Maui Hudson 

Robyn Scott

Cilla Henry

Apologies
Ken Daniels (Deputy Chair)

In attendance
Hazel Irvine (ECART) (from 12:30pm)
Betty-Ann Kelly (ACART Secretariat)

Sadhana Maraj (ACART Secretariat)

Liz McRae (ACART Secretariat)

1.
Welcome

Richard Randerson opened the meeting at 8.35am as the Chair’s plane was late. The Chair assumed the Chair from 8.50am. The committee congratulated Ian Hassall on receiving the Aldo Farina award from UNICEF. The international award recognises a sustained contribution to child rights advocacy. 
2.
Apologies

The Committee noted apologies from Ken Daniels.
3.
Agenda

The Committee approved the agenda. 
4.
Declarations of interests
The Committee noted members had no conflicts of interest in regard to items on the agenda. 
Action
Secretariat to amend the Declarations of Interests document in accordance with any changes notified by members.
5.
Minutes of the 12 March 2010 ACART meeting

The Committee confirmed the minutes as an accurate record of that meeting with agreed minor amendments, including removing the name of an individual committee member. 

Members noted that where minutes reported contributions of non-committee attendees, all such attendees should have the opportunity to review draft minutes. 
Action
Secretariat to amend the minutes as agreed and place the minutes on ACART’s website. 

6.
Actions arising 

Members noted progress with actions arising from the last meeting. 
7.
Advice to the Minister on human reproductive research
The Committee noted that a request has been made under the Official Information Act for a copy of the advice ACART provided to a former Minister of Health in 2007 on human reproductive research. 
8.
Advice to the Minister on human assisted reproductive technology
(i)
Import/export project
Members considered notes of the meeting held between Clinical Directors and the Chair of ACART on 22 April.  The meeting was focused on gathering information at an early stage of the work. 
Action

The import/export working group will meet (date not yet decided) to begin developing proposed advice. 

(ii)
Informed consent
Members reviewed a paper with recommendations from the Informed Consent Working Group’s 9 April meeting, and agreed a further set of policy positions.

Members noted that while undertaking two consultations at once had cost benefits, there was also a risk of the consultation being less effective in eliciting considered responses. 

Action

The working group will meet again on 4 June to consider a final set of issues and begin work on a discussion document. 

9.
Consultation with Minister of Health
(i)
Draft guidelines on the use of donated eggs with donated sperm 

The Committee noted the draft guidelines were with the Minister.
(ii)
Draft guidelines on the use of PGD with HLA tissue typing 

The Committee noted that the remaining work will soon be resumed, in accord with Secretariat capacity, with a view to reporting back to ACART’s next meeting. 
10. Development / review of the ACART guidelines

Guidelines for extended storage of gametes and embryos beyond ten years
The Committee reviewed notes from the working group’s 6 April meeting, and noted:

· The Health Select Committee is expected to report back to the House in June on the HART (Storage) Amendment Bill. 

· The working group would be seeking comment on several technical matters from a member of the ACART advisory group.
11.
Advice to the Minister of Health on new assisted reproductive        procedures
(i)
In vitro maturation (IVM) – use in fertility treatment
The Committee agreed the paper should be signed off by the Chair as completed, subject to minor amendments.
The Committee noted that the paper will be forwarded to the Minister at the same time as the Ministry of Health’s parallel advice, estimated to be four weeks after ACART provides a copy of the completed paper to the Ministry. 
Action
Secretariat to make agreed minor changes in consultation with the Chair and the working group and then provide the Ministry with a copy of the completed document.

(ii) 
Use of cryopreserved ovarian tissue
The Committee noted that the technical report by Professor Richard Anderson is expected by 30 June 2010.
12.
Monitoring application and outcomes of assisted reproductive procedures and established procedures
The Committee noted that the Executive Group, at its 30 April 2010 meeting, had considered a Secretariat paper setting out proposed next steps for this work.  The Executive Group has agreed that the Secretariat should proceed to develop a business case for submission to the Ministry of Health.
Action
The Secretariat will work with the Manager, Business Unit, to develop a business case.
13.
Monitoring developments in human reproductive research
The Committee noted that there were no items to report.
14.
Monitoring decisions of ECART
(i) 
Monitoring ECART decisions

The Committee noted the minutes of ECART’s 18 February 2010 meeting, the table of decisions, and a Secretariat paper.  

Members noted:

· ECART is taking a cautious approach where information in applications suggests a potential risk to the health of women (including birthmothers). In some cases, ECART is asking clinics for further information, including from specialists. 

· ECART had used the Operational Standard for Ethics Committees to assist with its consideration of a research application. 

· ECART is undertaking policy work on medical conditions criteria in guidelines, and will write to ACART when that work is concluded.
 (ii)       ECART report to ACART

The Committee noted ECART’s report to ACART.
15.  
Advice to ECART (s35(1)(a))
(i) 
Embryo donation case – advice to ECART
The Committee noted ECART feedback on the draft advice, and agreed to issue the advice, subject to minor amendments.
Actions
Secretariat to draft a letter to ECART that issues the advice, for the Chair’s signature. 

Secretariat to draft letters about the advice to clinics, the Minister of Health, the Ministry of Health and Fertility New Zealand, for the Chair’s signature.

Secretariat to consult with the Ministry of Health communications team before placing the advice on ACART’s website.  
(ii) 
Embryo donation after the death of donors

The Committee noted feedback from ECART, and agreed:

· Guardianship pertains only to a live child.

· Regardless of what people may put in a will, ethical approval would be needed before any embryo donation could proceed. 

Action

Secretariat to draft a letter to the clinic concerned, in consultation with Mark Henaghan, for the Chair’s signature. 
16.
Governance
(i)
Chair’s report

The Committee noted the Chair’s report. 
(ii)
Members’ report
The Committee noted Ken Daniel’s report of the HDC Conference.
 (iii)
Executive Group minutes 30 April 2010
The Committee noted the minutes.
(iv)
Liaison and relationships, including correspondence
The Committee noted all correspondence.

The Committee agreed that names of correspondents who are members of the public should be removed from agendas.  
17.
Administration

(i) 
Secretariat report to ACART

The Committee noted the Secretariat report. 
The Committee also noted that the Ministry would be supporting only one person across all budgets to any conference, except in special circumstances. This means that ACART and ECART will need to take turns in attending relevant conferences. 
Action

Secretariat to draft, for the Chair’s signature, a letter to the Deputy Director-General HDSS, about ACART’s preferences for ongoing conference attendance. 
(ii) Work programme update

The Committee noted the work programme update.
(iii) Work programme for 2010/11
Members noted that the Chair has written to ECART and the Ministry of Health inviting feedback on ACART’s proposed work programme for 2010/11.  

Formal feedback has not yet been received, although the Chair of ECART gave informal feedback at the Joint Chairs’ meeting of 23 April.  

Action

Subject to feedback from ECART and the Ministry being broadly consistent with ACART’s proposed work programme, the Secretariat to draft for the Chair’s signature a letter to the Minister setting out for his agreement ACART’s work programme for 2010/11. 
18.
Meeting concluded

The Committee agreed to meet next on 13 August 2010. The meeting closed at 2.30pm.
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