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Minutes of the Twenty-second meeting of the Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology  
AD20-86-5

Held on 8 May 2009
Wellington Airport Conference Centre

Wellington

Present

Sylvia Rumball (Chair)

Andrew Shelling

Cilla Henry

John Forman

Mark Henaghan

Maui Hudson

Richard Fisher (until 1pm)
Richard Randerson

Robyn Scott 
Ian Hassall

Gareth Jones

Ken Daniels

In attendance
Hazel Irvine (Member, ECART)

Betty-Ann Kelly (ACART Secretariat)

Vicky Baynes (ACART Secretariat)

Viva Sahn (ACART Secretariat)

1.
Welcome

The Chair opened the meeting at 8.30am.

The Committee noted the attendance for part of the meeting of Therese Egan, Manager, Policy Unit, Health & Disability Systems Strategy, Ministry of Health.

Therese spoke about health priorities and processes that follow the submission of ACART’s advice.
2.
Apologies

Richard Fisher from 1pm – 2.45pm.  
3.
Agenda

The Committee approved the agenda. 

Action

The Secretariat to place the agenda on the ACART website.
4.
Declarations of Interest

The Committee reviewed the declarations of interest register and noted that it was up to date.
Members declared no conflicts of interest or role in the day’s agenda items.
5.
Minutes of the 13 March 2009 ACART meeting

The Committee confirmed the minutes subject to two amendments as an accurate record of that meeting. The committee directed the Secretariat to place the minutes on ACART’s website. 
6.
Actions Arising 

The Committee noted progress with actions arising from last meeting. 
7.
Advice to the Minister on Human Reproductive Research

The Committee noted its understanding that the Minister of Health is currently considering ACART’s advice on human reproductive research.
The Committee had a general discussion about the presentation of future advice, noting: 
· the importance of providing international comparisons

· the need to use simple language and explanations given the complex nature of issues that are part of ACART’s work. 
8.
Advice to the Minister on human assisted reproductive technology
(i)
Applications to extend storage of gametes and embryos beyond 10 years – ACART’s letter to Ministry of Health, dated 24 April 2009
The Secretariat provided a verbal update.

The Committee noted its recent letter to the Ministry of Health which said that while ACART does not currently have a function to develop guidelines on extended storage, the function could be given to ACART. 

(ii)
Use of donated eggs with donated sperm – Treatment Working Group meeting
The Committee noted the minutes of the Treatment Working Group meeting.
(iii)
Draft Guidelines on the Use of Donated Eggs with Donated Sperm
The Committee noted the following documents:

· copies of full submissions, sent to members in advance of the meeting 

· updated draft guidelines following public consultation process
· draft summary of submissions

· draft report to the Minister consulting on finalised draft guidelines

· draft letter toTe Puni Kokiri.
Draft guidelines

The Committee considered proposed amendments to the draft guidelines included in the Discussion Document.
The Committee agreed to: 

· continue work to issue guidelines for this procedure

· editorial amendments to clauses in the draft guidelines

· amend the draft clause on the number of recipients to clarify that only one individual / family may receive embryos made from donor A’s eggs and donor B’s sperm
· explore the insertion in the guidelines of a clause about withdrawal of consent
· a legal check of the draft finalised guidelines, prior to consultation with the Minister of Health

· share the finalised draft guidelines with ECART to ensure the wording was clear
· delegate to the Chair of ACART sign off of any changes that followed ECART’s feedback, with any substantial matters to be considered by the Executive Group
· to review a final draft of the guidelines at ACART’s next meeting.
Action

· Informed consent working group to convene to develop options in relation to withdrawal of consent, for potential inclusion in the draft guidelines.
· Secretariat to circulate, to the Chair of the Treatment Working Group and then to all members, proposed amended wording in relation to who could use embryos created from donated eggs with donated sperm.
· The Committee to consider finalised draft guidelines at ACART’s next meeting, including a potential provision related to withdrawal of consent. 

Summary of submissions

The Committee considered the summary of submissions and agreed to:

· include an introductory paragraph outlining the range of views on the procedure

· amend the section relating to  surrogacy, to distinguish between those who actively supported the use of donated eggs with donated sperm involving a surrogacy arrangement, and those who simply stated they saw no problem with the use of donated eggs and donated sperm involving a surrogacy arrangement
· minor editorial changes

· delegate to the Chair of ACART sign off of the final summary of submissions, subject to the agreed amendments and input from Cilla Henry and Maui Hudson in respect of the use of Māori language terms.

Action
· Secretariat to make agreed amendments to the summary of submissions, in consultation with Cilla and Maui and sign off by the Chair.
Draft report to the Minister

In light of the matters noted above, the Committee agreed to review the draft report to the Minister at its next meeting.
Action

Secretariat to provide an updated draft report to the Minister at ACART’s next meeting.

Letter to Director, Policy, Te Puni Kokiri

The Committee agreed to the wording of a letter to the Director, Policy, Te Puni Kokiri.
(iv)
Draft Guidelines on the Use of PGD with HLA Tissue Typing

The Secretariat provided a verbal update.

The Committee noted the Chair of ACART and the Chair of the PGD working group have signed off the report to the Minister, and the draft guidelines will be sent to the Minister for consultation.
 (v)
Advice received on applications by classes of persons 

The Committee:

· asked the Secretariat to prepare a paper for the next Executive Group meeting to identify potential implications of the advice
· agreed to consider the advice in joint ECART / ACART work on guidelines and advice, and any future development or review of ACART guidelines
· agreed to send the advice to ECART for its information.

Action
The Secretariat and Executive Group to provide a brief background paper on potential implications of the advice. 
9.
Advice to the Minister of Health on New Assisted Reproductive Procedures

(i)
Advice to the Minister of Health on the use of frozen eggs in fertility treatment

The Committee noted that the Minister was considering ACART’s advice that this procedure become an established procedure.
(ii)
In vitro maturation (IVM) – consultation progress

The Secretariat provided a verbal update, noting:

· submissions would be sent to all members
· the IVM Working Group would convene late May/early June to consider submissions and prepare recommendations for ACART’s next meeting.
 (iii)
Use of cryopreserved ovarian tissue

The Committee noted:

· implantation of cryopreserved tissue is a novel procedure

· there is a potential risk to patients if cancer cells were reimplanted
· there is a limited evidence base about the procedure.

The Committee agreed to:
· review the procedure in line with processes under s 6 of the HART Act, subject to the Minister’s agreement to ACART’s 2009/10 work programme
· include in the technical report information on the feasibility of undertaking the procedure in New Zealand.
The Committee noted that any work under the s 6 process did not anticipate that the procedure would become an established procedure. Instead, it was a useful way to gain further information on the procedure. 
The Committee agreed:

· to commission a technical report 
· that the scope of the contract be agreed by Andrew Shelling and Richard Fisher
· to delegate to the Chair of ACART sign off of correspondence to ECART and the clinic on the work.
Action
Secretariat to progress a contract for a technical report, in consultation with Andrew Shelling and Richard Fisher.
Chair of ACART to write to ECART and clinic to update them about this workstream.
10.
Monitoring application and health outcomes (s35(2)(a))
(i)
Monitoring the application and outcomes of assisted reproductive procedures and established procedures - revised project scope
The Committee noted:

· the project scope has been agreed in principle by the Chairs and Deputy Chairs of ACART and ECART 
· the next stages of this work would include:
· Review of project scope by ECART

· Discussion with the Ministry of Health re how to best progress the project, including resourcing.

11.
Monitoring developments in human reproductive research (s35(2)(b)) – Draft ACART Horizon scanning report
The Committee noted the draft report and accompanying Secretariat paper. 

The Committee agreed that ACART would not progress completing the report, but instead use the original horizon scanning reports as a valuable resource for ACART’s future work.
Action

Secretariat to complete the contract with the writer of the draft report.

Secretariat to write, for the Chair’s signature, letters of thanks to the contractor and scanning network members.
The Executive Group, in consultation with Andrew Shelling, to consider the future of ACART’s horizon scanning work in the context of decisions about ACART’s work programme for 2009/10.   

Secretariat to provide for the Executive Group a report that:

· includes the original horizon scan reports
· proposes next steps for each horizon scan including where it might contribute to ACART’s work.

The Executive Group to subsequently report to ACART.

12.
Monitoring decisions of ECART
(i) 
Monitoring ECART decisions
The Committee: 

· noted its Terms of Reference require it to monitor the decisions of ECART to ensure they fall within the guidelines as intended by ACART

· reviewed the Table of ECART decisions

· noted that decisions appeared to be consistent with guidelines

· agreed to refer some items of interest to the next joint ACART / ECART Chairs’ meeting for further discussion

· noted the minutes from ECART’s meeting of 2 April 2009 and ECART’s report to ACART.

Action
Secretariat to draft a letter to ECART setting out issues ACART would like included for discussion at the next joint meeting of the ECART/ACART Chairs.

(ii)
ECART Report to ACART
The Committee noted the report.
13.
Advice to ECART (s35(1)(a))
No items
14.
Governance

(i)
Chair’s report

The Committee noted the Chair’s report.
(ii)
Members’ report
No items 
 (iii)
Executive Group minutes 27 April 2009
The Committee noted the confirmed minutes.      
(iv)
Liaison and relationships, including correspondence
The Committee noted all items with the recommendation that the items table be added to the agenda of the next joint ACART / ECART Chairs’ meeting.
(v)
General correspondence

The Committee noted all correspondence.
Action
Secretariat would provide members with any articles of interest in the Nathaniel Centre report. Members had been sent a link to a summary of contents. 
(vi)
8th Global Summit of National Bioethics Advisory Bodies 2010 -Conference 
The Chair provided background to the proposed Summit. 

The Committee agreed that the Chair would sign off the completed questionnaire. 
Action
Secretariat to draft responses to the questions, in consultation with the Chair.   
15.
Administration

The Committee noted the Secretariat report and the update on progress with work programme.
16.
Meeting concluded

The Committee agreed:

· the next meeting date:  Friday 10 July 2009 

· the following work between meetings

· informed consent working group to meet 12 June 2009
· import/export working group to meet 12 June 2009
· IVM working group to convene in late May/early June

· Date to be set for Executive Group meeting prior to next ACART meeting.

The meeting closed at 2.45pm.
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